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_. first time ever, each fed- 
eral pany has put a solu- 
tion or affordable 
housing in their eee 
platforms,” said Tim 
Richter, Executive Direc- 
tor for the Canadian Al- 
liance to End 
Homelessness (CAEH). 
“We have been waiting 
| nearly 35 years for this 
moment.” 
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Canada’s population of 
38 million people: a full 
36 per cent of Canadians 
have been homeless 
themselves. or know 
someone who has been 
homeless. 

More than 1.7 million 
households live in a home 
that is either unafford- 
able, overcrowded and/or 
needs major repairs, 
while 35,000 Canadians 
experience homelessness 
on any given night. 

Conditions worsened in 
2020 as the pandemic in- 
creased evictions, owing 
in large part to immediate 
job losses. by low-pay 
workers in tourism, 
restaurant, hospitality, re- 

tail, personal s services and 
cultural sectors. 

When governments in- 
voked the State of Emer- 
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sness AEH) take , part in a region- wide ii 
light the issue of affordable housing in front of Mississauga City Hall on Sep. 14, 2021. (Submited Photo) 


Nim 
i 


ACA 


1 4 | 


gency to cope with the 
pandemic, the conditions 
were created to respond 
to strategies first called 
for in 1998 by the 
Toronto Disaster Relief 
Committee (TDRC) is- 
sued in its State of Emer- 
gency Declaration. 

Recent events on the 
campaign trail have led 
CAEH to host a series of 
community events to 
highlight the issues, at- 
tracting interest from 
supporters throughout 
the city and highlighting 
the need to make afford- 
able housing a key part of 
funding at all levels mov- 
ing forward. 
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You Can Help 


* volunteer 
« donate funds or food 


* hold a food drive 
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TECH 
COLLECT 
DRIVE 


10150 The Gore Road, Brampton 


20 Loafers Lake Lane, Brampton 


*COVID-19 physical distancing and safety protocols will be in effect 


Let's Get Together, Brampton Library What's accepted: 


and LGTTech4All Youth, want to collect ° Laptops - PC & Mac parts, cables 
your used, broken and unwanted e Desktops and monitors - PC & Mac parts 


computers. They will be safely recycled e Consumer Electronics - gaming consoles, 


: iPods, mp3 players, stereo equipment 
or refurbished and circulated back to « Handheld devices - smartphones, cell 
the Peel Region community. 


phones, tablets, digital cameras 

e Printers - Inkjet & laserjet, plotters, 
copiers, scanners, fax machines 

e Peripherals - keyboards, mice, USB sticks, 
external storage devices, CD/DVD ROMs, 
cards, laptop bags, webcams, accessories 

¢ Home and business phones 

e Household items of 35/bs or less 


Help us bridge the digital divide! 
Together we can make a difference! 


Questions? Contact info@letsgettogether.ca 


letsgettogether.ca/tech-collect-drive 


LET'S GET TOGETHER 


® @ Brampton Phy #RISINGYOUTH O TakingITGlobal 
> ¢ Y Library aA say ga INSPIRER INFORMER ENGAGER 


#JEUNESENACTION 
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Sportsplex goes “Susan” as new centre renamed for former Mayor 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Aformer Bramp- 
ton Mayor was rec- 
ognized for her 
contributions to the 
community with the 
renaming of a com- 
munity sportsplex in 
her honour Tuesday 
morning. 

Members of city 
council and other 
dignitaries were in 
attendance as the 
Fletcher’s Creek 
Sportsplex was re- 
named in honour of 
former Brampton 
Mayor Susan Fen- 
nell. 

“(She has made) 
the City of Brampton 
a better place for all 
to live, play and 
work,” said Mayor 
Patrick Brown, just 
before unveiling new 
signage for the facil- 


ity. 
Fennell served on 
Brampton City 


Council from 1988 
to 2014. During this 
time, she was instru- 
mental in bringing 
the South Fletcher’s 
Sportsplex to life, he 
added. 

It was under Fen- 
nell’s leadership that 
some of the City’s 
most iconic projects 


were completed, 
said Brown, includ- 
ing The Rose The- 
atre and_ several 
community centres, 
along with renovat- 
ing and modernizing 
Century Gardens 
Recreation Centre 
and Chinguacousy 
Park. 

When the Sport- 
splex originally 
opened in 1997, it 
offered a variety of 
registered and drop- 
in swimming, skat- 
ing, sports and 
fitness programs, as 
well as child and 
youth programs. 

24 years after its 
opening, however, 
the newly-renamed 
Sportsplex is due to 
become the first 
zero-carbon facility 
in the city, as part of 
a retrofit — part of a 
three-phase process 
the building was se- 
lected for due to 
high GHG _ emis- 
sions. 

The city is cur- 
rently undergoing a 
request for propos- 
als for the site last 
month, with the next 
phase planned once 
a proposal is ac- 


cepted. 

“Because this proj- 
ect is still in the 
early stages, we 
don’t know exactly 
when the retrofit 
will be complete, but 
I look forward to 
inviting you back for 
a grand opening cer- 
emony when _ the 
Sportsplex is fin- 
ished,” added 
Brown. 

Fennell also played 
a lead role in the 
city’s efforts to se- 
cure $200 million in 
matching federal 
and provincial fund- 


ing to make Bramp- 
ton’s Zim Bus Rapid 
Transit program a 
reality, and success- 
fully advocated for 
discounted fares for 
seniors and veter- 
ans. 

She also led the de- 
velopment of a first- 
of-its-kind planning 
framework for 
places of worship, 
helping develop 
Brampton as one of 
the most dynamic 
multi-faith commu- 
nities in Canada. 

She also champi- 
oned heritage 


preservation, play- 
ing a personal role in 
saving Alderlea, The 
Kenneth Chisholm 
Mansion, from dem- 
olition. 

During her admin- 
istration, more her- 
itage buildings were 
designated than in 


the previous 25 
years. 

Several _council- 
lors, including 
Wards 3 & 4 re- 
gional councillor 
Martin Medeiros 


and city councillor 
Jeff Bowman, also 
spoke of Fennell’s 


involvement in sup- 
port for infrastruc- 
ture support and 
affiliation with na- 
tional and interna- 
tional organizations. 

Fennell, who said 
she was “honoured’ 
by the designation, 
also thanked city 
councillors during 
the event for issuing 
an apology over the 
"diminished public 
trust and reputa- 
tional damage" 
caused by a long- 
running court case 
that ended earlier 
this year. 


PWN Staff Photo 


Mississauga council rolls out support for 
major transit projects 


City councillors in 
Mississauga publicly 
signaled their sup- 
port for a more tran- 
sit-friendly city — 
via the prioritization 
of six major projects 
that would reshape a 
city’s transportation 
grid for decades to 
come. 

The city said 
Wednesday during a 
regular council 
meeting that it en- 
dorsed further de- 
velopment for the 
Lakeshore Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) 
line, the Dundas 
BRT, a downtown 
Mississauga termi- 
nal and transitway 
connection, exten- 
sion of the Eglinton 
Crosstown — West 
(ECWE) Light Rail 
Transit (LRT), the 
Milton GO Rail Cor- 


ridor and a down- 
town loop for the 


Hurontario Light 
Rapid Transit (LRT) 
project. 


The six projects 
were identified as 
vital to improvin. 
transportation an 
alleviating gridlock 
in the city, and 
councillors people 
publicly asked for 
reater_ investment 
rom all levels of 
government. 
“These rapid tran- 
sit lines will spur 
growth and develop- 
ment in our city, cre- 
ate jobs and service 
essential businesses, 
and allow us_ to 
achieve our goal of 
building complete, 
healthy communi- 
ties where people 
can live, work and 
play,” Mayor Bonnie 


Crombie said 
Wednesday. 

The transit priori- 
ties and requested 
support are outlined 
in a report that was 
delivered to council- 
lors earlier this 
month. 

Funding requests 
will be added to the 
city’s business plan 
and submitted to 
council for consider- 
ation as programs 
develop for transit 
initiatives, the city 
said in a statement. 

“With our transit 
priorities identified, 
we can focus on our 
financial planning 
and readiness 
should programs, 
resources or funding 
become available 
from other levels of 

overnment,” said 

e city’s chief finan- 


cial officer, Shari 
Lichterman. “Un- 
derstanding, identi- 
fying ; and 
confirming our tran- 
sit-related priorities 
allows us the insight 
we need when re- 
viewing our capital 
budget where there 
are many competing 
priorities and lim- 
ited municipal _re- 
sources to fund 
them.” 

The full report can 
be read by visiting 
the associated Cor- 
porate Report, 
which can be ac- 
cessed at 
bit.ly/3nDi6KA. 

Look for addi- 
tional coverage of 
this story in upcom- 
ing issues of Peel 
Weekly News. 


—o- 
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There is an election on Monday - vote stupid? 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


XN 

Just in case you for- 
got, there is actually an 
election on Monday, 
Sep. 20. 

We're heading back to 
the federal polls after a 
two-year gap, ready to 
elect the leaders who 
will guide for the next 
four years. 

What research have 
you done? Are you vot- 
ing for the party of your 
choice? Were you 
happy with the last gov- 
ernment? 

Justin Trudeau has 
run Canada for the past 
six years, and has led a 
minority for the past 
two years. 

As we make an assess- 
ment of how he’s done, 
if you look around the 
world, you may notice 
that what we lack in 
Canada is a Prime Min- 
ister that is a force to be 
reckoned with both in 
this country and the 
world stage. 

This person doesn’t 
seem to be stepping up 
to the plate... but why? 


Sure, the pandemic 
has taken the wind out 
of our sails when it 
comes to the economy, 
and there is still much 
work has yet to be done 
before we are ever back 
to normal, but this is 
even more of a reason 
for us to elect a leader 
and party that will take 
control and get us out 
of whatever this is 
called — the period in 
our lives where time 
has stood still. 

Ok, no more preach- 
ing. 

The other major ques- 
tion is what do the 
other 34 million of us 
want? If it’s not the 
same thing, we are all 
in a lot of trouble. 

We must look forward 
to whoever wins on 
Monday and give them 
our support. The demo- 
cratic way is the rule of 
law we are committed 
to it. 

Let’s not forget when 
we elect someone for 
the next four years, we 
give them the chance to 
run Canada, and they 
have that time to prove 
to us they can do the 


job. Has Mr. Trudeau 
done his job? His pred- 
ecessor, Stephen 
Harper, was not elected 
six years ago because 
the majority all felt he 
was not doing the job. 
Are the candidates in 
your riding ready to do 
the job you elect them 
to? And are you ready 
to accept the candidate, 


good or bad? 
The first question we 
should all ask is 


whether we did the re- 
search on who is the 
best to run our country 
for the next four years, 


and that feo still 
stands. 

Make informed 
choices regarding your 
vote and the candi- 
dates’ platforms — 
don’t just vote blindly 
based on loyalty. It 
could make a world of 
difference where you 
live. 

Get out and vote on 
Monday — and look for 
a special election sec- 
tion of Peel Weekly 
News, which will be 
sent Monday morning 
to all subscribers! 


Boyes lands coveted honour as Fire Chief of the Year 


Fire chief in charge? 

Brampton Fire and 
Emergency Services’ 
Bill Boyes received a 
coveted honour this 
week, as he was 
awarded the Fire Chief 
of the Year recognition 
from the Canadian As- 
sociation of Fire Chiefs 
(CAFC) for national ex- 
cellence in service. 

Boyes, who has served 
in the role of Chief at 
the fire service since 
2017, was recognized 
for his work evolving 
and educating the local 
department, and focus- 
ing on continued 
growth, diversity and 
inclusion, via ongoing 
career opportunities 
and sustained public 
engagement. 

Boyes was also recog- 
nized for his role on the 
City of Brampton’s 
Emergency Manage- 
ment response team at 
the onset of the COVID- 
19 pandemic, a role he 
held in tandem with his 
regular work. 


“Tt is an absolute hon- 
our to be recognized... 
my success in this role 
is entirely due to the on- 
going support and suc- 
cess of the Brampton 
Fire and Emergency 
Services team,” said 
Boyes Tuesday. “I am so 
proud of what we ac- 
complish as a collective 
and it is a privilege to 
serve Brampton, our 
Fire Service and the 
amazing community.” 

Boyes, who was nomi- 
nated by Brampton 
councillor Rowena San- 
tos, was also recognized 
for his work helping to 
advise on the city’s Fire 
Master Plan and associ- 
ated initiatives to inte- 
grate a fully 
electric-powered fire 
engine with the existing 
fleet of vehicles. 

“(Boyes) is a valued 
member of our leader- 
ship team that is dedi- 
cated to everything that 
the role of Chief embod- 
ies; he’s a community 
builder, a champion for 


safety, an innovative 
thinker and compas- 
sionate _ leader,” said 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick 
Brown. 

The award 
recognizes a 
very high 
standard of 
personal 
and profes- 
sional excel- 
lence, and 
Boyes was a 
natural pick 
for the top 
honours, 
said CAFC 
president 
Chief John 
McKearney. 

“We look 
for attrib- 
utes that go 
above and 
beyond this 
already high 
bar,” said 
McKearney. 
“Recogniz- 
ing such ex- 
cellence, 
inspires all 


—o- 


of us towards a better 
future full of possibili- 
ties, which is what Chief 
Boyes does.” 
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The last time I 


checked, __ deliber- 
ately antagonizing 
25 per cent of the 
country you're trying 
to lead, including 
people who didn’t do 
anything wrong, was 
not a valid election 
strategy. 

Neither is pretend- 
ing you care about 
pandemic policies 
when you knowingly 
and repeatedly vio- 
late your own rules 
during a once-in-a- 
century pandemic 
situation. 

If Justin Trudeau 
does not achieve a 
majority win in 
Monday's election, 
the blame _ falls 
squarely on him -- 
and no one else. 

This election cam- 
paign has been equal 
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parts frenzied and 
rudderless, buoyed 
by confusion over 
COVID-19 policies, 
incumbent MPs 
dodging questions 
from interested par- 
ties (a tip of the hat 
to the Mississauga 
and Brampton 
Boards of Trade, 
which hosted the 
only major candi- 
date debates repre- 
senting most 
ridings) and venom 
being spewed at can- 
didates left and right 
as an increasingly- 
hostile — populace, 
which may or may 
not be led by right- 
wing activists, have 
dogged them on the 
campaign trail. 

(By the way, in a 
season when we just 
had a mass outbreak 
of COVID cases at a 
banquet hall in Mis- 
sissauga less than 
two weeks ago, who 
had the bright idea 
to pack in over 400 
people into a 
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Fear and loathing on the campaign trail 


Brampton banquet 
hall? Not the best 
optics for a_last- 
minute push.) 

Whether it was the 
cost of this election 
(at least $610 mil- 
lion, at last count), 
the campaign prom- 
ises that ranged 
from hasty to ab- 
surd, leaders snap- 
ping at each other 
over who is more en- 
titled and the in- 
creasingly-ugly 
behaviour from 
fringe forces, it's not 
a good look for this 
country. 

We are faced with 
the inevitable choice 
of which party we 
want to lead us for 
the next four years. 

Do you go for the 
established leader, 
who decided to re- 
ject a guaranteed 
two years at the 
helm in favor of a 
costly short-term 
campaign that may 
not even achieve the 
results you want, 


and spent part of his 
time referring to un- 
vaccinated residents 
as second-class citi- 
zens? 

Or do you throw 
your hat behind the 
"blue" _ candidate, 
who is noncommital 
on many _ issues 
(likely by design), 
but doesn't seem to 
have a_ long-term 
plan for how to nav- 
igate this pandemic? 

Or maybe you 
want to throw your 
vote into the "or- 
ange" circle, for a 
group that is busy 
outlining ridiculous 
eae ($15 bil- 
ion for an investiga- 
tion?) while refusing 
to outline just how 
all of it will be paid 
for. 

Or perhaps you've 
decided to go full-on 
"radical" and thrown 
your support behind 
"Mad Max" Bernier, 
the leader of a party 
accused of riling up 
events on the cam- 


paign trail -- while 
still pulling in a 
frankly-shocking 
amount of visible 
support, particularly 
in northern parts of 
Ontario. 

All this has added 
up to a complete 
nightmare of a cam- 
paign, where no one 
knows what the end 
state is, how eles 
is going to pay for 
ihe cheques het 
mouths have written 
or where any of us 
will end up by win- 
ter. 

After all, we're 
barely further ahead 
of where we were a 
year ago, and that's 
with the vaccine roll- 
out -- schools are 
still facing concerns 
over packed class- 
rooms, "stagflation" 
is a very real con- 
cept, the province 
has rolled out an in- 
consistent "pass- 
port" program that 

romises to further 

assle well-meaning 


business owners al- 
ready __ struggling 
with lowered rev- 
enues -- and let's not 
forget, the always- 
charming flu season 
is just around the 
corner. 

The populace ex- 
pects our leaders to 
show leadership and 
consistency, not get 
bogged oe in in- 
creasingly er- 
bolic mheloric fon 
all sides of the aia. 

Whoever wins 
Monday's election is 
going to inherit a 
long list of problems 
that will require sus- 
tained engagement 
from all corners to 
see demonstrable 
impact. 

Throwing money 
at the problem has- 
n't helped. Pretend- 
ing you're more 
righteous or ethical 
than the next candi- 
date hasn't helped. 

Don't make apolo- 
gies. Be better. 


Saturday, September 18, 10AM-2PM 
THETGREATESMEKS 
HALLOWEEN COSTUME 


St. Marks Church Lawn 


130 Mineola Rd. E. 


Ee 


SOUTH MISSISSAUGA 


FREE EXCHANGE © 


Bring your Halloween Costumes & Decor - Find something new to bring home 
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How much do politicians recognize the importance of childcare 
for Canadian families? 


The issue _ of 
childcare has _be- 
come critical for 
Canadian families 
as the pandemic 
has dragged on. 

The topic is also 
hotly debated in 
the federal elec- 
tion, with various 
parties making var- 
lous claims, recog- 
nizing the plight of 
Canadian families. 
Let's take a look at 
the different par- 
ties' views on child- 
care: 

The federal gov- 
ernment plans to 
spend $30 billion 
over the next five 
years in partner- 
ship with — the 
provinces under its 
childcare plan. 
Provinces signing 
the plan will pro- 
vide childcare for 
$10 a day five years 
from now. 

Economically, the 
Liberals are justify- 


SURJIT SINGH 


ing the plan, and 
the party says the 
epidemic has left at 


least 16,000 
women unem- 
ployed. 

The party also 
said that providing 
childcare would 


help women get to 
work and reduce 
the responsibility 
of caring for chil- 
dren on _ their 
shoulders to some 
extent. 

NDP, Bloc and 
the Greens favour 
the program, but 
the Conservatives 
are determined to 
get the Liberals to 
cancel it. 

Not only that, but 
the Conservatives 
are also proposing 
to replace it with a 
series of tax credits 
that will provide up 
to $500 amonth in 
childcare costs to 
those in need. 

The Liberals have 
offered to invest 
$30 billion in the 
National Child 
Care System over 
this five-year plan, 
and the program 
has been a signifi- 


cant part of their 
budget. 

A multi-billion- 
dollar deal has 
been signed with 
eight provinces and 
territories. The 
Liberals say they 
want a 50 per cent 
reduction in aver- 
age early learning 
and childcare fees 
by the end of 2022. 

The plan also sets 
aside 2.5 billion for 
Indigenous Early 
Learning and Child 
Care. 

The —_Conserva- 
tives will reject the 
Liberals' plan and 
prefer to deal with 
the provinces’ and 
territories’ under- 
paid funds. 

Under the Tories' 
plan, a refundable 
tax credit will be 
established by cut- 
ting existing child- 
care expenses, and 
low-income fami- 
lies will be given a 
75 per cent dis- 
count on childcare. 

Conservative 
hopeful Erin O’- 
Toole says families 
with an annual in- 
come of 30,000 


will receive $6,000 
a year, while fami- 
lies with a yearly 
income of $50,000 
will receive $5,200. 

The NDP _ also 
favours a $10 per 
day childcare pro- 
gram. The party is 
also pledging to do 
more to fund child- 
care across. the 
country. 

The NDP has not 
yet come up with a 
costed plan to fig- 
ure out how it will 
all work out. 

The Bloc Quebe- 
cois has raised con- 
cerns about the 
current childcare 
program, raising 
the question of how 


VE 


Ottawa can issue 
an order to the 
provinces. 

Bloc leader Yves- 
Francois Blanchet 
called for the un- 
conditional trans- 
fer of funds to 
Quebec. 

Meanwhile, the 
Green Party ex- 
pressed its deter- 
mination to 
establish a univer- 
sal and affordable 
early learning and 
childcare system. 
But the party did 
not say how much 
it would spend on 
it. 

The party has 
also said that it will 
make parental 


leave more com- 
fortable and ensure 
better pay for it. In 
addition, this leave 
will be given to 
those who have 
had_ miscarriages 
or who have to take 
care of an elderly 
family member. 

There is no men- 
tion of childcare on 
the People's Party 
platform. 

Given this wildly- 
differing views ona 
critical issue, the 
importance of 
childcare will con- 
tinue to play a key 
role in this election 
and moving for- 
ward. 


INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ON SALE NOW (2/22 


—o- 
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Fatal crash cane victim in Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 


Police are looking 
for witnesses who 
saw a_ late-night 
crash that claimed 
the life of a Missis- 
sauga man near the 
Oakville border. 

Peel Police’s Major 
Collision Bureau 
said the incident 
happened around 
12:30 a.m. Saturday 
morning (Sep. 11) in 
the Winston 


SKELE-FUN 
* COSTUME SWAP 


Churchill Boulevard 
and Burn- 
hamthorpe Road 
area, when investi- 
gators were called 
after two vehicles 
collided near an in- 
tersection. 

A 34 year-old Mis- 
sissauga man suc- 
cumbed to his 
injuries at the scene, 
while a second male 
was sent to atrauma 


Saturday, September 25 + SAM-12PM 
33532 Lakeshore Rd E, Mississauga, ON 


centre with serious 
injuries. 

A man and vehicle 
in one of the vehi- 
cles were also sent to 
hospital with non- 
life-threatening in- 
juries. 

Anyone with dash- 
cam footage or in- 
formation regarding 
the crash is asked to 
call police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3710. 


Come to our 2nd Annual Skele-fun Costume Swap where 


The Original South Mississauga Freecycle 


and South Mississauga Communities 


Facebook groups will be raising money for The Compass & 


keeping textiles out of landfills. 


PDN September 16, 2021_Layout 1 9/16/2021 12:12 AM Page 8 


Sep. 16, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 8 


“Face of Hunger” detailed in new report by local food bank 


A new report is 
putting a face to 
the issue’ of 
hunger in Missis- 
sauga. 

The Mississauga 
Food Bank _ re- 
leased their 
newest impact re- 
port last week, 
which profiles on- 
going trends and 
stories related to 
the issue of food 
insecurity in the 
city, and how the 
community has 
come together to 
support residents 
during the 
COVID-19  pan- 
demic. 

The new report 
outlines the work 
needed to feed 


which 
7,000 
were 

visitors to 
food bank. 

“While 

have) been able 
to double the 
amount of food 
distributed in our 
community dur- 
ing the pandemic, 
this is no feat to 
celebrate, as a 
rise in food bank 
use points to a 
larger systemic 
issue that needs 
to be addressed 
by policy change,” 
said the food 
bank’s CEO, 
Meghan Nicholls. 
“Food banks 
were created forty 


nearly 
clients 
first-time 
the 


(we 


never intended to 
pull people out of 
poverty. As we 
move towards the 
road to recovery, 
those living clos- 
est to the poverty 
line face addi- 
tional challenges, 
and we must act 
now.” 

The report also 
focuses on pro- 
tection for low- 
income renters, a 
minimum income 
floor, affordable 
early learning and 
childcare, and 
food justice and 
racial equity. 

The food bank 
also hosted three 
Vote Pop-Ups 
throughout their 


gagement Ex- 
change. 

At the events, 
food bank clients 
were encouraged 
to share what is- 
sues matter most 
to them, get fa- 
miliar with the 
voting process 
through a mock 
vOunE setup, and 


receive informa- 
tion on when, 
where, and how 
to vote in the up- 
coming federal 
election. 

A further cam- 
paign will be 
hosted in the 
coming weeks to 
engage residents 
with volunteers to 


Can Drive 


Meaningful 
Change 


discuss affordable 
housing concerns, 
and provide in- 
formation — that 
will be utilized in 
a mailout to local 
MPPs. 

To read the re- 
port, visit themis- 
sissaugafoodbank 
.org/learn/the- 


face-of-hunger/. 
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Has Trudeau misjudged the results of provincial elections? 


by Vidya Gopaul 


Justin Trudeau, 
the current Prime 
Minister of Canada, 
called a snap elec- 
tion on Aug. 15, os- 
tensibly in the hope 
of winning a major- 
ity government 
since he has a mi- 
nority government 
now. 

Iam sure his party 
pundits did a lot of 
calculations, re- 
search, polling, sur- 
veys and checked 
the voting tempera- 
ture of Canadians in 
order to call such an 
election, because he 
could have used the 
$700 million or so 
(cost of holding a 
general election) to 
further improve the 
welfare of Canadi- 
ans, especially sen- 
iors, women and 
children. 

I can guarantee 
you that this was 
one of the most im- 
portant parameters 
they looked at, and 
they thought would 
for sure assist them 
to convert Trudeau’s 
minority govern- 
ment into a majority 
government. 

They would have 
likely considered the 
results of last year’s 
provincial election 
results in British Co- 
lumbia, New 
Brunswick, 
Saskatchewan, 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador. 

All the leaders of 
those provinces 
called a snap elec- 
tion during the 
midst of the pan- 
demic and they were 
handsomely re- 
warded. 

But one thing 
Trudeau and his en- 
tourage forgot to an- 
alyze is that the 
history behind the 
leaders of those 

rovinces were dif- 

erent than his. 

They are not the 
same as his — here’s 


why: 
First of all, they 
were provincial 


elections and not 
federal elections. 
People vote differ- 


ently _provincially 
and federally, and I 
am surprised that 
Trudeau overlooked 
that point. 

He is fighting a 
federal election and 
not a provincial one, 
and I do not know 
who advised him. 

Just look down 
south of the border. 
The incumbent 
Donald Trump 
fought for a federal 
election during the 
midst of the pan- 
demic — and he lost. 

Trudeau and his 
ill-advised political 

undits should have 

earned a_ lesson 
from that. 


All those provin- 
cial leaders wanted 
a promotion of 
some sort, and the 
voters gave them 
one because they 
saw signs of good 
works in their gov- 
ernment and 
wanted them to con- 
tinue to do so. 

Moreover, they 
were in office only 
two or so years and 
asked for a majority 
mandate — and they 
got one. 

Most importantly, 
they were only in 
their first mandate 
of a minority gov- 
ernment. 

The Premier of 
New _ Brunswick, 
Blaine Higgs, was 
appointed on that 
job on Nov. 2, 2018 
as a minority gov- 
ernment and asked 
for a majority gov- 
ernment on Sep. 14, 
2020. 


He got one. 

British Columbia 
Premier John Hor- 
gan became the Pre- 
mier of a minority 
government on May 
9, 2017. He called a 
snap election on 
Sep. 21, 2020 , 
which was held on 
Oct.24 and won him 
a majority govern- 
ment. 

The current pre- 
mier of 
Saskatchewan __ is 
Scott Moe, who was 
sworn in as premier 
on Feb. 2, 2018, 
after winning the 
2018 Saskatchewan 
Party leadership 
election. 


from the top, went 
down, an now 
wants to go upwards 
again. Those _pre- 
miers entered the 
political arenas as 
freshmen premiers 
and fought only one 
major election, dur- 
ing which _ they 
asked for a majority 
mandate from the 
voters. 

Also, those pre- 
miers were in their 
first mandate of 
government. Those 
premiers never held 
a majority govern- 
ment with the ex- 
ception of premier 
of Saskatchewan, to 
begin with and 


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
(left) with Premier of Newfound- 
land and Labrador, Andrew 
Furey, during an event held on 
July 28, 2021. (PMO) 


The 2020 
Saskatchewan gen- 
eral election was 
held on Oct. 26, 
2020 to elect mem- 
bers of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of 
Saskatchewan . He 
kept his majority 
government intact. 

The current pre- 
mier of Newfound- 
land and Labrador 
has been Andrew 
Furey since Aug. 19, 
2020. He called a 
snap election which 
was held on Mar. 
25, 2021, to elect 
members of 
the 50th General 
Assembly of New- 
foundland and 
Labrador. And he 
got a slim majority. 

As you can see, 
those leaders 
started from the 
lower end = and 
worked their way 
upwards, whereas 
Trudeau started 


hence the voters 
sort of agreed with 
them. 

In contrast, 
Trudeau is acom- 
parative old-timer, 
and has been in the 
political arena for 
quite some time. 

He fought two 
major elections and 
is going on his third. 
Voters gave him a 
majority govern- 
ment where he did 
not achieve much. 

He and his gov- 
ernment were 
plagued with scan- 
dal after scandal — 
some of which are 
haunting him on the 
campaign trail. 

He declared a 
“feminist” govern- 
ment, and yey did 
not do much to ad- 
dress women’s is- 
sues. 

And now he is ask- 
ing for a majority 
government once 


—o- 


again! 

Not only that, he is 
in his third mandate 
of government. I do 
not think the voters 
are not willing to 
forgive his past and 
present him another 
majority govern- 
ment. 

Trudeau was 
handed a majority 
government in 
2015, then a minor- 
ity in 2019 and now 
wants a majority 
again. 

He got the job, got 
demoted and now 
wants his original 
job back! 

It is pretty unusual 
from a_ historical 


standpoint, but I 
believe voters re- 
member them all. 

I think he has 
taken Canadian vot- 
ers for granted and 
they are not buying 
his wish. 

When asked why 
he called a snap 
election, he replied, 
“T will let the leaders 
of other parties to 
answer why they 
would not want to 
have an election.” 

I do not think that 
was a wise and very 
prime ministerial 
answer at all. 

Voters are furious 
when you do not get 
a direct answer for a 
direct question from 
this PM. 

He did not deliver 
whatever he prom- 
ised and Jagmeet 
Singh, the NDP 
leader, rightly said 
so, 


“Mr. Trudeau 


promises to do 
things during an 
election time only.” 

I believe that 
Trudeau’s Liberal 
team and _ political 
pundits misjudged 
and miscalculated 
the results of the 
those __ provincial 
election results. 

They did not do an 
intellectual, edu- 
cated, well-  in- 
formed and 
thorough _ political 
analysis as to how 
and why those pre- 
miers won a major- 
ity government. 

They believed just 
because they can 
win a majority gov- 
ernment during the 
midst of a __ pan- 
demic, that should 
automatically gave 
Trudeau a past. 

I have strong rea- 
son to believe he will 
be lucky if he wins a 
minority govern- 
ment, as polls are 
indicating — these 


days. 

In the end, I think 
Trudeau’s team 
should have waited 
for the results of the 
election of Nova 
Scotia — and 
maybe, just maybe, 
that would have 
changed their mind 
to call a snap elec- 
tion in the middle of 
the pandemic. 

During that elec- 
tion the governing 
Liberal party lost to 
the Conservative 
party, which got a 
majority govern- 
ment. 

Maybe I should 
have given some 
suggestions for an 
election. 

I am not well 
versed into politics, 
but I know a thing 
or two about poli- 
tics. 

My father, 
Goorooparsad 
Gopaul, ran for mu- 
nicipal election in 
Mauritius. 

If anyone from 
Trudeau’s team 
wants another ex- 
pert opinion, now 
you know who to 
call! 
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Poverty in Peel Facts 
at a Glance 2021 


INCOME In Peel 


Tan ore) 18% of children 0-17 16% 


14.4% 12.8% 


people living in 


i i of racialized communities 
@ live in poverty live in poverty 


Hm OP Ds. ha AADA 


EMPLOYMENT & Income Supports 


0 Monthly social Average monthly 
srl Morale loyment 48 % assistance Ontario Works (OW) 
Pete een iS aie TT PESIE of those employed entitlement for households assisted 


10. 5% a ges part a Single individual is 2020 
.- higher than eB part time $733 15,366 


8 A% 27.8% 20, 2 8 persons receive Ontario Disability Support 


Program (ODSP) benefit (as of July 2021) 


HOUSING CHILDCARE kh, 


10% ee $2,446 average monthly child care cost in Peel 


a housing subsidy for a toddler and preschool child 


of low-income households in Peel may 
can’t afford housing be several years. 


7 TRANSPORTATION 
45% ot renters spend 13,/26 Aduits spend 9.9 70 


ry tied Of minimum wage monthly salary on a bus pass 
over 30 % households on the 
of their income on shelter cost housing waitlist 


FOOD _tThe cost to feed a family 
of four per week in Peel all all 


Ud 
WELLBEING e J 
ony 30.5% Low Income i © ny 99197 = 26% 


aren . . 1 4% of Peel’s households experience 
individuals in Peel have dental insurance. O marginal, moderate or severe food insecurity 


Sources: 
e City of Brampton, 2018 e Peel Public Health. Oral Health in Peel: Key Findings about Risk Factors 
+ Ontario Child Care Management System (OCCMS) 2021 and Oral Health Outcomes, 2017 Peel Poverty 
* Peel Access to Housing (PATH), 2017 . ae paar nc as 2020 C Reduction Strategy 
¢ Peel Food Charter, 2017 ¢ Statistics Canada, Census of Canada P 
¢ Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services, 2021 Awareness. Access. Opportunity 
HUM-0757 21/09 e Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, 2021 
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Search is on for suspects after 
hate crime in local park 


Police are looking 
for leads in connec- 
tion with a hate-moti- 
vated incident that 
occurred at a 
Streetsville park this 
past weekend. 

Authorities say two 
suspects are wanted 
after a family was har- 
rassed and assaulted 
while taking part in a 
faith ceremony on 
Sep. 11 in a park lo- 
cated near Missis- 
sauga and 
Barbertown Road, 
just north of Eglinton 
Avenue. 

The incident oc- 
curred around 5:30 
p-m., when two male 
suspects approached 
a 44 year-old man, his 
wife and their two 
children, and began 


shouting insults and 
derogatory remarks at 
them. 

Soon afterwards, 
the suspects assaulted 
the male victim and 
threw rocks at him. 

The male victim was 
able to get away along 
with his family. As 
they drove away in 
their vehicle, the sus- 
pects threw rocks at 
their vehicle, damag- 
ing it in the process. 

The male victim was 
later treated for seri- 
ous injuries at a local 
hospital. The other 
family members did 
not sustain any in- 
juries. 

The two suspects 
are described as being 
16-18 years old, both 
with dark hair, with 


one described as Cau- 
casian and the other 
described as Asian. 

In a statement, Peel 
Police Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah said that, 
“the abundance of 
rich culture and diver- 
sity that we have here 
in Peel Region is one 
of our many 
strengths. Being able 
to practice and cele- 
brate one’s faith in 
peace and safety is a 
fundamental right 
here in Canada... 
hateful, deliberate 
acts such as this will 
not be tolerated.” 

Anyone with infor- 
mation regarding the 
incident is asked to 
call 11 Division at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
1133. 


Sep. 16, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 11 


= 


; | 


Ma! 


bring ws here, te WC YOU! old bras behind! 
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Keynote Speaker 


Envnee: 
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7-9PM 


Contact: 


A TRIBUTE TO EXCELLENCE 
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Have the Liberals failed to capitalize on Canadians’ quality of life? 


SURJIT SINGH 


We have four 
days left to make 
our choice for the 
next government. 

Let's now talk 
about the leaders 
and the parties 
and who will do 
better for Canadi- 
ans. 

Erin O'Toole is 
not the one we 
see in the inter- 
national media or 
women around 
the globe swoon- 


ing. 
Justion 
Trudeau's cam- 


paign isn't based 
on charisma, so 
O'Toole has a 
chance. However, 
he should focus 
on policy and ar- 
ticulate his vi- 
sion, not 
"Trudeau good, 
Trudeau _ worst, 
hate Trudeau," 
past Conservative 
leader Andrew 
Scheer's strategy. 

The Conserva- 
tives need to real- 
ize that they have 
all of Trudeau's 
votes already. 
That's not going 
to change. 

If they want to 
win, they must 
offer a "VISION" 
that goes beyond 
"get rid of 


-- mn 
wy tem 
7 


Trudeau _Liber- 
als," and the time 
is running out 
since the election 
date is quickly 
approaching this 
Monday. 

Canadians can 
support explicit 
conservative gov- 
ernance. Conser- 
vative governance 
emphasizes cer- 
tain aspects while 
ignoring others. 

While conser- 
vatism can slow 
down social and 
economic innova- 
tion, it strength- 
ens core values as 
well as more tra- 
ditional parts of 
society. 

It is a different 
way of thinking 


about govern- 
ment, with its 
own _ strengths 
and flaws. 


However, mod- 
ern conservatism 
has tended not to 
place a_ greater 
emphasis on do- 


mestic security 
and military 
strength. 


Although I 
wouldn't discount 
the importance of 
military and po- 
lice services, they 
are not produc- 
tive sectors of an 


gece 
In the best 
cases, money 


goes into equip- 
ment and person- 
nel. But in the 


mee Stan) ol 


worst, it turns 
into a huge 
money-suck 
where equipment 
is destroyed, and 
people are re- 
moved from the 
labour force to 
serve military or 
police duties. 

Armed __ forces 
and police do not 
produce any- 
thing; they de- 
stroy lives and 
property and cost 
endless tax 
money. 

This is in con- 
trast to liberal 
mainstays such as 
welfare, health- 
care, and equal 
opportunity. 

Although they 
are costly, their 
purpose is to pre- 
vent people from 
leaving the work- 
force and allow 
them to return to 
productive, tax- 
paying labour. 

Liberal gover- 
nance is good for 
nations because it 
invests in innova- 
tion as well as in 
the labour force. 
It also invests in 
new taxable pro- 
duction, which 
tends to be a cost- 
effective invest- 
ment in the long 
term. 

The past two 
years have shown 
us that we need to 
be more precise 
in defining terms. 


It is important to 
distinguish _ be- 
tween a_ fiscal 
conservative from 
a social conserva- 
tive that includes 
the religiously 
fervent. 

A fiscally con- 
servative gover- 
nance can bring 
benefits. The 
country will ben- 
efit if the politi- 
cians are serious 
about cutting 
waste and _ not 
cutting vital pro- 
grams to please a 
base that doesn't 
know how the 
system works. 

Tax money that 
isn't used effec- 
tively means less 
tax money being 
wasted, which al- 
lows for more tax 
money to be 
spent on mean- 
ingful projects 
such as_ infra- 
structure repair 
or benefits for the 
sick and poor. We 
are witnessing 
fiscally conserva- 
tive governance 
go sour. 

Rule by special 
interests is when 
the people in 
charge have a 
personal agenda 
and a voting base 
who doesn't un- 
derstand that 
agenda. 

Regulations are 
cut or under- 
mined to benefit 


4 Annua 


CANADA'S 


INNOVATION 
CORRIDOR 


SUMMIT 


September 21, 


CAT. 


corporate enti- 
ties, often those 
whose leaders are 
involved some- 
how. Benefits are 
cut because those 
who receive them 
don't have the 
power to_ influ- 
ence anyone. 
Liberals are typ- 
icall the innova- 
tors in politics. 
They are the ones 


who come up 
with new ideas, 
and sometimes 
they succeed. 
They are essential 
in any case. 


The administra- 
tors of politics are 


the Conserva- 
tives. They are 
the administra- 


tors of politics. 
They are essen- 
tial. 

However, 
Trudeau's liberal 
immigration pol- 
icy and student 
visas make cities 
like Brampton 
seem less multi- 
cultural. 

As mentioned in 
past columns, 
there has been an 
increasing trend 
for individuals 
immigrating to 
Canada only to 
obtain permanent 
residency. Being 
a student is one 
way to get in. 

There’s also the 
matter of why 
house prices in 
Canada rose so 


high — an injec- 
tion of foreign 
money, mostly 
from China or 
India, has flooded 
into the country. 

The taxes on 
housing sales in 
British Columbia 
and Ontario have 
accounted for be- 
tween 30-40 per 
cent of govern- 
ment revenue. 

This is absurd 
and defies logic. 
They encourage 
the sale of our 
land, and young 
people can't af- 
ford to live in the 
city they were 
born. 

If elected, 
Trudeau has now 
pledged a_two- 
year ban for for- 
eign homebuyers, 
but he shut his 
ears when Cana- 
dians were yelling 
loudly. 

The bubble is 
the result that 
Trudeau Liberals 
failed to fulfill 
their obligations 
to maintain the 
quality of life of 
its Canadians. 

The question re- 
mains — is there 
a way to improve 
Canadians’ way of 
life, and_ this 
Monday, who will 
do the best job 
communicating 
that sentiment? 
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In housing campaign, affordability relies on civility 


Continued from Pg 1 


The need for af- 
fordable housing 
was picked up on 
when the Federa- 
tion of Canadian 
Municipalities 
(FCM) estab- 
lished a National 
Housing Day each 
Nov. 22. 

Under 2020 and 
2021 ~~ evoloving 
COVID condi- 
tions, municipali- 
ties across 
Canada made un- 
precedented, 
timely and locally 
relevant housing 
solutions. 

In its federal ad- 
vocacy, FCM gave 
a nod to the Vote 
Housing cam- 
paign, with sus- 
tained affordable 
nee as its a 

olicy priority o 
the tee federal 
government in its 
own Frontline So- 


lutions campaign. 


Now in 2021, 
CAEH _ reports: 
“Over 360,000 


units of aging so- 
cial housing has 


e e n 
protected, billions 
in new federal 
funding an- 
nounced for hous- 
ing and progress 
made to adopt 
*>Housing 
First’ approach 
to reducing and 
ending homeless- 
ness is taking root 
in growing num- 
ber of communi- 
ties across the 
country.” 

Two CAEH-an- 
chored two na- 
tional housing 
forums were 
hosted via webi- 
nar to engage fed- 
eral candidates 
with ministerial 
and critic roles in 
housing. 


The Vote Hous- 
ing platform pri- 
orities were 
brought forward: 
Implementing an 
urban, rural, and 
northern Indige- 
nous housing 
strategy, by and 
for Indigenous 
people; commit- 
ting to the pre- 
vention and 
elimination of 
homelessness; in- 
vesting in sup- 
portive housing 
and deeply af- 
fordable, non- 
market, co-op and 
non-profit hous- 
ing; Committing 
to the progressive 
realization of the 
right to housing; 
and expanding 
rental assistance 
for low-income 
households. 

Locally, the Peel 
Alliance to End 
Homelessness 


(PAEH) drew at- 
tention to the 
2021 Vote Hous- 
ing campaign on 
Sep. 14 with three 
events, held in 
Port Credit, Mis- 
sissauga Celebra- 
tion Square and 
downtown 
Brampton. 
Members’ met 
with residents to 
advocate for the 
end of homeless- 
ness and_= sent 
messaging on so- 
cial media to en- 


S u ry e 
that affordable 
housing is the top 
priority for candi- 
dates and parties 
in the 2021 elec- 
tion. 

PAEH is a stake- 
holder in the Peel 
Poverty Reduc- 
tion Strategy 
(PPRS), where 
cross-sectoral ex- 
change and col- 


—o- 


laborations can 
bring about more 
nimble wrap- 
around applica- 


tions and 
innovative solu- 
tions. 


PPRS has pre- 
pared a fact sheet 
for the federal 
election, which 
highlights critical 
needs for Peel Re- 


gion. 
Population 
growth in Peel 


and high rents 
mean that 70 per 
cent of low-in- 
come households 
cannot afford 
housing. Some 45 
per cent of renters 
spend over 30 per 
cent of their in- 
come on shelter. 
With 13,726 
households on the 
waitlist for hous- 
ing subsidy, at the 
current rate it will 
take several years 


to access relief. 

“Affordable 
housing will help 
ensure food secu- 
rity,” says 
Michael Giguere, 
chair of The Com- 
pass Food Bank. 

“These days, 
people are need- 
ing to choose be- 
tween a roof over 
their head or food 
in their belly.” 

In its 2021 Im- 
pact Report, Mis- 
sissauga Food 
Bank also points 
to affordable 
housing as key so- 
lution to stabilize 
people’s _ nutri- 
tion, health, and 
post-COVID _ re- 
covery. 

Look for further 
coverage of this 
story in upcomin 
editions of Pee 
Weekly News. 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


| PDN September 16, 2021_Layout 1 9/16/2021 12:13 AM Page 15 


Zone 


—e— 


Sep. 16, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 15 


BUSINESS 


Budget engagement kicks off for Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 
Housing, _ taxes 
and more will be on 
the table for discus- 
sion as Mississauga 
announced plans to 
roll out consulta- 
tions for the 2022 
city budget. 
Residents of Mis- 
sissauga can weigh 
in on the City’s 
planned 2022 
Budget through a 
variety of outlets, 
including the City’s 
budget allocator, 
the City’s budget 
website, joining in a 


telephone budget 
session, group 
meetings and 
Budget Committee 
meetings. 


The consultation 
process, which runs 
through Oct. 15, will 
include several ways 


residents can make 
their views known 
to city staff. 

Information about 
the proposed 2022 
budget is now avail- 
able at missis- 
sauga.ca/budget, 
including online re- 
sources, informa- 
tion on upcoming 
budget engagement 
sessions and addi- 
tional documenta- 
tion. 

Residents can look 
at how spending 
was decided on for 
several key services. 

In addition, resi- 
dents can explore 
and learn more 
about the services 
included in the 
City’s budget and 
the overall process. 

“We are reaching 


out to our residents 
and businesses to 
get their input and 
feedback as we 
begin to shape the 
2022 budget,” said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 

“This information 
is important in 
helping us under- 
stand what is im- 
portant and valued 
by residents.” 

Key areas of focus 
for the 2022 budget 
include public 
safety, automated 
speed enforcement, 
public infrastruc- 
ture improvements 
and green assets 
(tree canopies). 

A preliminary 
budget was unveiled 
by the city earlier 
this spring, and fur- 


ther Budget Com- 
mittee will be held 
in the fall and early 
next year. 

Details about the 
budget 


and the 


budgeting process 
are available online 
a 
mississauga.ca/bud 
get. 


The proposed 
budget for 2022 will 
be posted online in 
November, the city 
said in a statement. 


New drug for treatment of lung cancer approved 


Health Canada 
has approved a 
new drug by Mis- 
sissauga’s Amgen 
that works to pro- 
vide targeted treat- 
ment for patients 
with advanced or 
metastasic small 
cell lung cancer. 

The drug devel- 
oper said Tuesday 
that it had received 
approval by the 
health agency for 
Lumakras, in- 
tended for patients 
who have received 
at least one prior 
instance of sys- 
temic treatment. 

The drug helps 
address the “KRAS 
Gi2C” mutation, a 
driver of tumour 
growth found in an 
estimated 10 - 15 
per cent of patients 
with non-small cell 
lung cancer. 

"KRAS is a puzzle 
cancer researchers 
have been trying to 


solve for four 
decades," said 
Amgen Canada’s 
executive medical 
director, Suna 
Aveil. 

"(This is) first 
and only targeted 
therapy for pa- 
tients with NSCLC 
who carry’ the 
KRAS Gi2C muta- 
tion... anew option 
for these patients 
whose cancer has 

rogressed beyond 
irst-line therapy." 

The health 
agency based its 
approval of the 
drug on _ results 
from the second 
phase of a clinical 
trial, “CodeBreaK 
100,” the largest 
trial conducted to 
date on patients 
who have the mu- 
tation. 

The trial revolved 
around 126 pa- 
tients who had the 
confirmed muta- 


tion, and had pre- 
viously received 
immunotherapy 
and/or chemother- 
apy while the dis- 
ease continued to 
progress. 

Results indicated 
that adverse reac- 
tions occurred in 
nine per cent of 
patients. 

Continued = ap- 
proval of the drug 
may be continent 
upon additional 
testing and clinical 
trials, the agency 
confirmed. 

The mutation is 
one of the most 
prevalent causes of 
small cell lung can- 
cer, which collec- 
tively impacts 2.2 
million new pa- 
tients each year, 
said industry pro- 
fessions. 

"Lung cancer is 
the leading cause 
of cancer-related 
deaths worldwide, 


and it accounts for 
more deaths 
worldwide than 
colon cancer, 
breast cancer and 
prostate cancer 
combined," says 


Shem Singh, Exec- 
utive Director of 
Lung 
Canada. 
"We are pleased 
to see continued 
like 


Cancer 


innovation, 


( 


May 


240 film-coated tablets 
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NOC 56513-488-24 


LUMAKRAS™ 


sotorasib) wars 


For Oral USE 
Feopoat te reach of children. 


this one in the area 
of KRAS Gi2C- 
mutated non-small 
cell lung cancer, 
that offers patients 
a treatment new 
choice as they and 
their physicians 
work together to 
manage their con- 
dition." 

The drug is also 
being studied with 
other solid tumors, 


(sotorasib) 


On! 


Amgen confirmed 
in a statement. 
Amgen, which 
bases its opera- 
tions in the city’s 
“Pill Hill” district, 
also operates a re- 
search facility in 
Burnaby, British 
Columbia, and has 
been developing 
drugs and _ treat- 
ments since 1991. 


a 


LUMAKRAS™ 
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New advisory panel seeks to direct future of Brampton culture 


Six advisory board 
members will help to 
shape the future of 
Brampton’s arts and 
culture scene, the 
city announced last 
week. 

The six members 
will shape the inau- 
gural advisory panel 
for the city’s Arts, 
Culture & Creative 
Industry Develop- 
ment Agency (AC- 
CIDA), which seeks 
to be an advocate for 
Brampton’s arts and 
culture sector. 

The six members 
will join Nuvi Sidhu, 
Inaugural Chair; Re- 
gional Councillor 
Rowena Santos; and 
Michael Vickers, 
Senior Program 
Lead; in continuing 
ACCIDA’s develop- 
ment and building 
on its strong start, 
collectively support- 
ing Brampton’s art 
community, its 
growth, support and 
future prosperity. 

The call for panel 
members took place 
earlier this summer. 
Applications were 
reviewed and _ se- 
lected by a commit- 
tee comprised of 
Council representa- 
tive Regional Coun- 
cillor Rowena 


Santos, City staff 
and Panel Chair. 
ACCIDA is a 
unique organization 
incubating under the 
City of Brampton fo- 
cused on growing, 
celebrating, advocat- 
ing for and connect- 


ing the _ sector 
through a variety of 
programs, services 


and resources that it 
has already begun to 
offer throughout 
2021. This includes 
workshops, artist 
roundtables, exhibi- 
tion opportunities 
and mentorship pro- 
grams. Ongoing 
feedback from the 
arts community will 
help guide program- 
ming and support 
services, including 
addressing the need 
for creative space 
across the city. 

The Agency will 
work alongside the 
City to deliver 
Brampton’s Culture 
Master Plan, which 
is a critical link in 
building a vibrant 
arts scene and cre- 
ative economy. On- 
going feedback to 
the advisory panel 
from the arts com- 
munity will help 
guide programming 
and support serv- 


ices, which includes 
addressing the need 
for creative space 
across the city. 

ACCIDA Inaugural 
Advisory Panel 
Members 

Harman Grewal: A 
creative change- 
maker with an un- 
wavering 
commitment to 
championing com- 
munities around 
arts, culture and in- 
novation. He co- 
founded Brampton's 
first co-working 
space and commu- 
nity incubator for 
the next generation 
of creative entrepre- 
neurs, Lab B, under- 
standing the 
challenges that 
emerging visual en- 
trepreneurs face and 
the value of having a 
community of artists 
around you. Har- 
man _ continuously 
strives to develop his 
own art practice, fo- 
cusing on strength- 
ening his technical 
skills, creating op- 
portunities for ca- 
reer sustainability, 
and furthering his 
journey of explo- 
ration. 

Michael Halls: 
Passionate about the 
arts, Michael has 


served on the Peel 
Choral Society and 
the Brampton Sym- 
phony Orchestra, as 
well as the Bramp- 
ton Arts Council 
Board of Directors 
where he was presi- 
dent for 14 years. 
For his lifetime of 
public service, 
Michael received the 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee 
Medal in 2012. His 
passion is music and 
he has been a choral 
singer for 48 years. 
Sumit Judge: A 
Writer, Director, 
Actor and Lawyer, 
Sumit is a multi-dis- 
ciplinary artist. He 
currently writes, 
produces and partic- 
ipates in the People 
of the Community 
(POC) YouTube 
channel, addressing 
pertinent issues 
within the South 
Asian community 
like mental health, 
intergenerational 
trauma and Human 
Rights abuses 
through an informal, 
relatable and = at 
times comedic lens. 
His first short film 
Vishal, dealt with 
the plight of the 
south Asian interna- 
tional student in 


Canada and_ was 
screened on Air 
Canada flights, Zee 
TV USA and at the 
Art Gallery of On- 
tario. 

Vijai Kumar: A 
public policy re- 
searcher who has 
held research posi- 
tions with the In- 
digenomics 
Institute, the Asia 
Pacific Foundation 
of Canada and the 
Organisation for 
Economic Co-opera- 
tion and Develop- 
ment (OECD). He 
has a passion for 
local economic de- 
velopment and com- 
munity wealth 
building. Vijai advo- 
cated for Brampton 
artists during the de- 
velopment of the 
Brampton 2040 Vi- 
sion and the Culture 
Master Plan, and cu- 
rates and_ hosts 
shows with the City 
of Brampton. 

Jael Richardson: A 
book columnist for 
the CBC, author of 
The Stone Thrower, 
and founder and Ex- 
ecutive Director for 
Festival of Liter- 


Diversity 
(FOLD) in Bramp- 
ton. Her debut 


novel, Gutter Child 


rampton & Kitchener-Waterloo Mayors present: 


RI 


Patrick Brown 


mee Mayor, City of Brampton 


bead 


KET SHOWCAS 


Saturday, September 18 | 7pm 


became an instant 
bestseller in January 
2021 with Harper- 
Collins Canada and 
was shortlisted for 
the Amazon First 
Novel Award. 
Richardson holds an 
MFA in Creative 
Writing from the 
University of 
Guelph. 

Jaspreet Sandhu: 
As the current Vice 
President of Devel- 
opment at The Cor- 
poration of Massey 
Hall and Roy Thom- 
son Hall, Jaspreet is 
passionate about 
building communi- 
ties for high-impact 
not-for-profits, a 
change agent who 
applies creative 
thinking using a 
unique balance of 
business, marketing 
and leadership acu- 
men. 

Jaspreet has suc- 
cessfully led teams 
to tackle complex 
projects that require 
radical process and 
organizational cul- 
ture changes. She 
holds a Masters in 
Cultural Studies and 
Critical Theory BFA, 
BA in Film Produc- 
tion and South Asian 
Studies. 


9056 Aa Rd. 


Sunrise Cricket Club 


| With special Guest: 
Former Premier Mike Harris OOnt 


- 
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MDA nabs coveted contract for Martian moon mission 


Brampton’s 
MDA Limited an- 
nounced Tuesday 
that it has been 
awarded a coveted 
contract to pro- 
vide a laser range- 
finer for Japan 
Aerospace Explo- 
ration Agency’s 
(JAXA) explo- 


ration mission on 
Mars. 

The contract, 
awarded by the 
Mitsuibishi Cor- 
poration, is the 
latest in a series of 
strategic contracts 
the local company 
has secured. 

The mission, 


scheduled to 
launch in 2024, 
will see a strategic 
mission led to ex- 
plore Mars’ two 
moons, Phobos 
and Deimos. A 
shuttle carrying 
critical equip- 
ment, including 
two laser range 


finder (LRF) al- 
timeters and one 
engineering devel- 
opment unit 
(EDU) LRF al- 
timeter provided 
by MDX, is ex- 
pected to arrive in 
Martian space one 
year after launch. 

MDA's LRF will 


be used as an al- 
timeter and pro- 
vide range 
measurements to 
the planetary 
probe for its safe 
approach and 
landing on Pho- 
bos. 

After observa- 
tion and sample 
collection, the 
spacecraft will re- 
turn to Earth car- 
rying the samples. 

As a result of 
this mission, 
JAXA hopes to 
clarify the origin 
of the Martian 
moons and_ the 
process of planet 
formation in the 
Solar System; 
clarify the evolu- 
tion process of the 
Martian-sphere 
(Mars, Phobos, 
Deimos); estab- 
lish the technol- 
ogy required for 
the return trip be- 
tween the Earth 


and Mars; estab- 
lish advanced 
sampling _ tech- 
niques on celestial 
bodies; and estab- 
lish optimal com- 
munication 
technologies using 
a newly developed 
ground station. 
"We are very 
proud to be pro- 
viding our ad- 
vanced sensor 
technology to the 
(Mitsubishi) team 
for JAXA's Mar- 
tian Moons Explo- 
ration Mission,” 
said MDA chief 
executive officer 
Mike Greenley. 
“The Phobos 
landing will be a 
first for hu- 
mankind, and the 
opportunity for 
MDA to be part of 
the milestone is 
an honour and re- 
flection of the 
dedication and 
skill of our team.” 


10TH AninvAt FAMILY Fun FAIR 


Open 
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Library holds upcoming tech collect drives for recycling blitz 


Brampton __Li- 
brary, Taking it 
Global and LGT- 
Tech4All will be 
helping local resi- 
dents recycle their 
old electronics 
later this month 
during a pair of 
“tech collect” 
drives being 


hosted in Bramp- 
ton. 

The tech drives 
will offer an op- 
portunity for resi- 
dents who want to 
safely donate their 
used or old devices 
and securely erase 
data an all-in-one 
solution — while 


letting them give 
back to the com- 
munity by sup- 
porting other 
organizations and 
individuals the 
chance to reuse 
the recycled items. 
The need _ for 
computers is over- 
whelming, and it 


continues to grow 
everyday, said Ali- 
son Canning, the 
executive director 
of Let’s Get To- 
gether, and the 
lead organizer of 
the event. 

“We receive ap- 
plications not just 
from students (all 
ages) and their 
families, but now 
also from schools, 
agencies, hospi- 
tals, shelters, city 
departments and 
faith-based organ- 
izations on behalf 
of their 
clients/members,” 
said Canning. 

With a growing 
number of individ- 
uals who do not 
have access to a 
working computer 
or internet access 
at home, the need 
is greater than 
ever for commu- 
nity connectors 
that can bring de- 
vices to those indi- 
viduals and 
organizations, said 
Canning. 

“The computer 
has become a basic 
necessity for peo- 
ple to live. The dig- 
ital divide will onky 


be solved by every- 
one working to- 
gether.” 

The TechCollect 
Drives will take 
place at Gore 
Meadows (10150 
Gore Road) and 
Cyril Clark Library 
(20 Loafer’s Lake 
Lane) on Satur- 
day, Sep. 25 and 
Oct. 2, from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m., with 
a table set up to 
accept computer 
donations. 

A metal e-waste 
bin will also be 
made available to 
collect unwanted 
technology and in- 
door/outdoor 
household metal 
items that weigh 
35 pounds or less. 

“The need con- 
tinues to rise for 
residents who re- 
quire computers to 
work, function and 
live... this is an im- 
portant initiative 
for the commu- 
nity,” said Alex 
Gregory, manag- 
ing editor of Peel 
Weekly News. 

“We greatly ap- 
preciate the work 
Taking It Global 
and Let’s Get To- 


gether offer to 
local __ residents, 
and are proud to 
pledge our support 
to this ongoing ini- 
tiative. 

Technology is a 
critical asset to en- 
suring the empow- 
erment of 
individuals, and 
youth today know 
the impact that 
technology can 
have on one’s life 
whether it’s 
through — educa- 
tion, employment, 
or research, said 
LGT Tech4All 
youth group lead- 
ers Jasnoor Gre- 
wal and _Ishrat 
Ayishe. 

“It’s just a matter 
of sharing this tool 
with the world, 
that gets this 
growling engine of 
change to roar it’s 
ripples and help 
others find oppor- 
tunities, inspira- 
tion, and most of 
all, soar with the 
incredible innova- 
of tomor- 
row. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit lets- 

ettogether.ca/tec 

-collect-drive. 
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Virtual Fireside Chat With 


President and Vice Chancellor of Sheridan College 


Having worked in the 
post-secondary sector 
for over twenty-five 
years, Janet remains 
passionate about 
student success and 
community engagement. 
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Basketball returns as Raptors 905 announce schedule 


G-League _ bas- 
ketball is back in 
town. 

The Raptors 905 
announced its 
2021-22 regular 
season schedule 
Tuesday, looking 
to bring the heat 
with regular sea- 
son place this 
winter at the 


Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre. 
The club will tip 
off its seventh 
season in the NBA 
G League on 


Thursday, Nov. 11 
at 7:30 
against 

Westchester 
Knicks at home, 
before heading to 


Long Island for 
their road debut 
on Friday, Nov. 19 
at 7 p.m 

New to the NBA 
G League for the 
2021-22 season is 
the implementa- 
tion of an innova- 
tive structure that 
will be broken 
into two parts. 


The first part 
will be a 14-game 
slate, culminating 
in the crowning of 
a champion at the 
Showcase — Cup. 
The second part 
will be a_tradi- 
tional 36-game 
schedule, with 
playoffs to follow. 

The Showcase 
Cup portion of the 
season will fea- 
ture all 29 NBAG 
League teams, in- 
cluding Capitanes 
de la Ciudad de 
México (based in 
Fort Worth, TX) 
and additionally 
NBA G League Ig- 
nite as the partic- 
ipants. 

Teams will be 
split into four re- 
gional pods, play- 
ing 12 games 
against one an- 
other. 

Eight teams will 
qualify for the 
Showcase Cup: 
the top four teams 
in each pod and 


the four next-best 
win percentages 
across the league. 

The tournament 
will be held Dec. 
19-22 and will re- 
ward a trophy and 
additional mone- 
tary prize to the 
competitors. 
Teams that do not 
qualify, will also 
compete at the 
Winter Showcase, 
but will not be en- 
tered into the 
tournament 
bracket. 

The 36-game 
regular season 
schedule will 
reset all teams 
records and fol- 
low a traditional 
season format. 
Unique to this 
season is the re- 
moval of divi- 
sions, instead 
splitting the G 
League into East- 
ern and Western 
Conferences with 
no crossover in 
the regular sea- 


son. The top six 
teams in each 
conference, deter- 
mined by win per- 
centage, will earn 
a spot into the 
NBA G_ League 


Playoffs. 
The 905 will 
host its annual 


Scotiabank Arena 
game against the 
Capital City Go- 
Go Dec. 6 at 11 
a.m; 

For the 2021-22 
season, weekday 
home games will 
start at 11 a.m., 4 
p-m. and 7:30 
p-m. Weekend 
home games will 
tip exclusively at 
2 p.m. 

Information re- 
garding ticketing 
and broadcast 
schedule will be 
available at a later 
date. Residents 
can keep track of 
news at the Rap- 
tors 905 site (rap- 
tors9o5.gleague.n 
ba.com). 


Steelheads pick up Forgione as key draft pick 


2021 fifth 
round pick Ste- 
fan Forgione 
has signed with 
the Mississauga 
Steelheads, the 
team an- 
nounced earlier 
this week. 

The Wood- 
bridge, Ontario 
native was orig- 


inally selected 
by the Steel- 
heads in the 


2021 OHL Pri- 
ority Selection 
in the fifth 
round at 127th 
overall. 

In the 2019-20 
season, For- 
gione recorded 


20 points (13 
goals, 7 assists) 
in 29 games 
with the Vaughn 
Kings of the 
GTHL. 

A leader on 
and off the ice 
for the Kings, 
the. 5710, 177 
pound left 
winger was con- 
sistently one of 
its offensive 
threats. 

With speed 
and skill, the 
team says For- 
gione has the 
strength neces- 
sary to drive to 
the hard areas, 
as well as a 


strong shot that 
can beat goal- 
tenders on clean 
looks. 

“(Forgione’s) 
compete level 
and speed are 
crazy high,” 
said Steelheads 
general man- 
ager James 
Richmond. 
“Stef will be a 
fan favourite in 
no time at all. 
He reminds me 
a little of 
Nicholas 
Canade. We are 
excited to watch 
his growth in a 
Steelheads uni- 
form." 
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Cycling tour raises $4.7 million for Trillium 


Tour de Bleu, the 
annual fundraiser 
hosted by Mat- 
tamy Homes and 
the Peter Gilgan 
Foundation, took 
place this past 
weekend and 
raised an astound- 
ing $4.7 million in 
support of the 
Seniors Care Pro- 
gram at Trillium 
Health Partners 
(THP) — the 
largest amount 
raised to date by 
the event. 

After postponing 
the 2020 event 
due to COVID-19, 
the event wel- 
comed a group of 
more than 60 cy- 
clists who, on Sep. 
12, completed the 
final portion of 
their ride from 
scenic Muskoka to 
Mississauga, all in 
support of im- 
proving health 
care services for 


seniors in the 
community and 
beyond. 


The Peter Gilgan 
Foundation chose 
to support the 
hospital through 
Tour de Bleu be- 


NERVA 


EN ER G Y 


cause of their be- 
lief in the people 
of THP, who are 
committed to in- 
novation and ex- 
ceptional patient 
care and who 
have, since March 
of last year, been 
on the front lines 
of the pandemic. 

“The huge suc- 
cess of the event 
means the world 
to our staff and 
physicians,” said 
Karli Farrow, 
president and 
CEO of Trillium 
Health Partners. 

“COVID-19 high- 
lighted our need 
for more accessi- 
ble, equitable 
care, especially for 
those who are eld- 
erly. Tour de 
Bleu’s record gift 
will ensure that 
we can continue to 
innovate in order 
to provide excep- 
tional care that 
meets the needs of 
our seniors.” 

The funds raised 
through this year’s 
event will help 
create new inno- 
vative service 
models for sen- 


iors, including an 
expanded virtual 
platform, to pro- 
vide connected, 
accessible care to 
our aging commu- 
nity. 

"We are thrilled 
to partner with 
Trillium Health 
Partners and sup- 
port a new kind of 
health care for a 
healthier commu- 
nity. Seniors 


today face many 
challenges," said 
Peter Gilgan. “It’s 
a pleasure to in- 


vest in a hospital 
that is helping to 
lead the charge to- 
ward more equi- 
table and 
accessible virtual 
health care." 

Now in its 16th 
year, Tour de Bleu 
has raised close to 
$30 million for 
notable charities 
such as SickKids 
Hospital, William 
Osler Health Cen- 
tre, Markham 
Stouffville Hospi- 
tal, the Mattamy 
National Cycling 


eae it i oN RS 


Centre, Sunny- 
brook Health Sci- 
ences Centre, 


Women's College 
Hospital, and the 
Centre for Addic- 
tion and Mental 


Health. 
Caroline  Rise- 
boro, President 


and CEO of the 
THP Foundation, 
added, “The gen- 


erosity of the 
Peter Gilgan 
Foundation and 


all of the riders, 
donors and spon- 
sors of this year’s 
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Tour de Bleu is es- 
pecially timely 
and most appreci- 
ated. We are im- 
mensely grateful 
to all involved 
with this year’s 
event — you are 
playing a crucial 
role in helping us 
transform health 
care for a health- 
ier community 
today — and for 
generations to 
come.” 

For more infor- 
mation, visit trilli- 
umgiving.ca. 
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Bolton and New Lowell Meet in NDBL Final 


The Bolton 
Brewers and New 
Lowell Knights 


have advanced to 
the North Duf- 


ferin Baseball 
League champi- 
onship to start 


this Saturday. 
Bolton finished 
first overall in reg- 
ular season play, 
defeating Mans- 
field and Barrie in 
the first two 
rounds of playoffs 
to solidify their 
spot in the finals. 
New Lowell's 
season record was 
good enough for a 
second place fin- 
ish. The Knights 
beat Ivy and 
Creemore in two 
playoff matches 
en route to the 


championship 
round. 
This year's 


championship se- 
ries is a rematch 
of the 2019 series 
and the last time 


the Strother Cup 
was awarded. 

The Knights took 
the crown in five 
games. 

In a normal sea- 
son, the finals are 
a best of seven se- 
ries but with the 
delayed start this 
season a shorter 
time frame was 
needed. 

This year, the 
championship se- 
ries will be a best 
of five affair with 
games being 
played on week- 
ends. 

First weekend 
action will have 
the Knights visit 
the Brewers on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. 
followed by Game 
2 at New Lowell 
on Sunday at 2 


p.m. 

The full schedule 
is available on the 
league's website, 
ndbl.ca. 
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CHARITY 
WINTER COAT 
DRIVE 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


Lets keep our 
Community Warm 


this Winter! 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH 


St. Mark's Church 
130 Mineola Rd. E. 
10AM - 2PM 


O September 18, 2021, IOAM - 2PM 


ST. MARK’S 


The Church of St. Mark 
Lutheran 


©) St. Mark's Church, 130 Mineola Road East , 130 Mineola Rd. E. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Ribfest returns for drive-thru format this weekend 


by Alex Gregory 


One of Missis- 
sauga’s most ex- 
citing food 
festivals is back 
for more finger- 
licking-good fun! 

The annual Mis- 
sissauga Rotary 
Ribest, organized 
by Amacon and 
the Rotary Clubs 
of Mississauga 
and Mississauga 
West returns for a 
fall installment of 
its Drive Thru 
Ribfest BBQ, 
being hosted this 
weekend (Sep. 17 
- 19) at Erin Mills 
Town Centre. 

The June install- 
ment of the 
fundraiser, hosted 
to support the 
Mississauga Food 
Bank and other 
charities in the 


city, raised an as- 
tounding 
$70,000, and or- 
ganizers say they 
want the momen- 
tum to continue 
with a_ second 
event for the com- 
munity. 

“The — support 
from the commu- 
nity was over- 
whelming at a 
time when the 
need was_ so 
great.” said Event 
Chair Dave Hope. 

“The pandemic 
continues to 
linger and with 
the fear of new 
variants coming 
on the scene, the 
Mississauga Food 
Bank continues to 
be an important 
food source for 
many Mississauga 


residents suffer- 
ing food insecu- 
rity.” 

Hope said that 
the drive-thru for- 
mat has been a 
success for the or- 
ganizers, and that 
the Town Centre 
helped them bring 
the event back in 
a safe format for 
the enjoyment of 


families in the 
community. 
Finger lickin’ 


ribs continue to 
be the main event 
with roasted corn 


on the cob, 
lemonade, and 
Tiny Tom’s 
donuts as add- 
ons. The chal- 


lenge is on to 
surpass the June 
event in pounds 
of ribs consumed. 


To date, the 
event has raised 
more than $1.77 
million for chari- 
table causes. 

Also appearing 
at this year’s 
event will be the 
GO-VAXX bus, 
which will offer 
doses of COVID- 
19 vaccine to in- 
terested members 
of the community 
from 9 a.m. - 7 
p-m. on Sunday, 
Sep. 19. 


(Sep. 


"By _ bringing 
vaccines directly 
to the people, we 
are helping more 
residents get the 
protection they 
need for them- 
selves, their fami- 
lies and_ their 
communities,” 
said Dufferin- 
Caledon MPP 
Sylvia Jones. 

The event will 
run from 12 - 8 
p-m. on Friday 
17), and 


10:30 am. - 8 
p.m. on Saturday 
(Sep. 18) and 
Sunday (Sep. 19) 
in Parking Lot C 
of the mall, lo- 
cated at the cor- 
ner of Eglinton 
Avenue and Erin 
Mills Parkway. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
event website at 
ribfestmissis- 
sauga.com. 
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Kiwanis boosts fundraising efforts at supply drive 


A local Indige- 
nous Activist, a 
Toronto historian, 
and the first 
woman to ever be 
elected to the Mis- 
sissaugas of the 
Credit First Nation 
(MCFN) Council 
were all recognized 
for their work dur- 
ing arecent awards 
ceremony hosted 
earlier this month. 

Carol  Tobicoe, 
Joanne Webb and 
Jane Beecroft were 
honoured during 
the MFCN’s 2021 
Eagle Awards cere- 
mony, which ac- 
knowledge 
“recognition, 
which builds pride. 
Pride for our young 
people, as they 
learn and be in- 
spired by people 
who have gone be- 
fore them,” said 


Chief Stacey 
Laforme during 
the ceremony. 
Carol Tobicoe, 
the first woman to 
ever be elected to 
the MCFN Council, 
received the “Com- 
munity Volunteer 
Award.” She has 
dedicated her time 
to ensuring the 
Three Fires Annual 
Pow Wow was a 
successful event 
since 1987. She has 
also assisted with 
planning and par- 
ticipating in sev- 
eral other 
community events. 
She is currently a 
member of the 
MCFN Culture 
committee, where 
she volunteers her 
time to assist in 
supporting the 
preservation of his- 
tory, language and 


culture of the First 
Nation. 

“This is an hon- 
our,” said Tobicoe. 
“Thave been volun- 
teering in the com- 
munity since day 
one, and I never 
did this for recog- 
nition, but it is 
great to feel appre- 
ciated. I think [the 
awards] will in- 
spire our youth to 
want to do more.” 

Well-respected 
community mem- 
ber Joanne Webb 
also received the 
“Trailblazer 


Award.” 
Webb has _ held 
positions with 


Hamilton Health 
Sciences, Canadian 
Union of Public 
Employees (Diver- 
sity Vice President 
for Aboriginal 
Workers), Ontario 


Division Board, 
and is amember of 
the Ontario Abo- 
riginal Council, 
Ontario Human 
Rights committee, 
and Ontario 
Women’s Commit- 
tee. 

She has always 
kept Indigenous 
advocacy at the 
heart of all involve- 
ments and edu- 
cated people on 
MCFN, and the 
Treaty Lands and 
Territory. 

“This is a real ho- 
nour for me, I am 
so humbled,” said 
Webb. “I have to 
say chi-miigwech 
to my nominator 
and Chief and 
Council for this. I 
am very proud of 
my community 
and everything we 
do, and I always 


encourage people 
to learn our his- 
tory. Something 
like this inspires 
you to keep going, 
and makes me 
want to push even 
harder.” 

Jane __ Beecroft, 
who led the Com- 
munity History 
Project (CHP), has 
received the 
“Friends of the 
Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation 
Award” in recogni- 
tion of all the work 
she has done to 
keep MCFN_his- 
tory alive and pre- 
served. The CHP is 
part of the Toronto 
Historical Associa- 
tion, and works co- 
operatively with 
heritage organiza- 
tions across 
Toronto and with 
residents’ associa- 


tions in its study 
area. 

“Jane  shame- 
lessly promoted 
and advocated for 
the Mississaugas, 
to the City (of 
Toronto), the 
Province of On- 
tario and the Fed- 
eral governments. 
She wrote letters, 
petitions, and 
asked anyone who 
would listen to get 
to know our story,” 
said former Chief 
of MCFN, Carolyn 
King. “She is truly 
one of our best 
friends.” 

“Each of these 
women are So im- 
portant to our First 
Nation,” said Chief 
Laforme. “We are 
grateful to each of 
them, and so proud 
to honour them.” 
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Health and Wellness - Summer is Waning 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Summer — it is 
slowly waning. 

The trees are full 
of their produce 
and the earth is full 
of their vegetables. 
The farm markets 
and grocery stores 
are full of produce 


ripened on _ the 
branch or the 
plants. 


Soon this fresh- 
ness will be over — 
the wealth of the 


earth. 
Animals are scur- 
rying around 


preparing for the 
oncoming winter. 
They know it is 
time to prepare and 
soon some of them 
will sleep peace- 
fully beneath the 
earth. 

The trees’ foliage 
is still green but 
soon it will be re- 
splendent in 
colours of red, yel- 
low, and gold. The 
grass will _ start 
turning brown. 
The morning dew 
will be frost in- 
stead. 

The wind and sun 
are still relatively 
warm but soon the 
temperature will 
dip and we will 
snuggle more in 
our coats longing 
for the warmth of 


the summer. 
Ponds, streams, 
rivers and lakes 


will start cooling 
and have icy and 
frosty shores. 

Showers will soon 
turn to snow and 
blizzards. Still 
beautiful but 
colder. Like Robert 
Frost’s poem says — 
we will watch the 
woods fill up with 
snow. 

School has 
started again but 
this year with so 
many rules, regula- 
tions and differ- 
ences. The 
children are happy 
to be back there 
and meeting up 
with their friends, 
but have to regu- 
late how they inter- 
act. 

School sports are 
not yet being en- 
couraged. 

Businesses are 
being opened again 
in offices, but many 
are still working 
from home if possi- 
ble. 

Soon here in 
Canada, we will 
change our tires to 
winterize our cars. 
Some roads and 
highways are still 
closed because of 


construction. 
Our joke’ in 
Canada _ is_ that 


there are two sea- 
sons — construction 
and winter, and as 
funny as that is, it 


Region launches 


Peel Region will 
officially launch 
the Vax Van - a 
mobile vaccination 
clinic, at West- 
wood Square Mall 
on Thursday 
morning (Sep. 16). 

The Vax Van will 
travel throughout 
Peel offering resi- 
dents the vaccine 
in their neighbour- 
hoods. 

The region said 
Tuesday that, hav- 
ing passed the ini- 
tial milestone of 
fully vaccinating 


75 oo of the 
eligible pope 
tion, it will utilize 
the “Vax Van” to 
help outreach ef- 
forts that aim to 
protect as many 
people in the com- 
munity as possible 
through vaccina- 
tion. 

“Our vaccination 
e f ort gs 
now need to 
focus on building 
confidence in our 
community and 
support individu- 
als who are vaccine 


is also comically 
true. 

Thanksgiving is 
coming soon and 
then we are in the 
Christmas season. 
The sales in stores 
now are winter ap- 
parel with coats, 
gloves and hats. 


Warmer __ foods 
with sweet pota- 
toes, beef, soups 


and stews are our 
main foods. Not 
that we don’t have 
it in other months, 
but now it is our 
seasonal foods. 

Here in Canada, 
we have four sea- 
sons and that is 
beauty all year 
round. 

Nature blesses us 
with a newness 
every season. We 
learn to adapt and 
encompass what 
each season gives 
us. 

Our favourite 
game is hockey but 
it is also baseball. 
We enjoy many golf 
courses. Our sport- 
ing venues work for 
all seasons and that 
is the blessing we 
get from them. 

Our streets ring 
with the shouting 
of “car” many times 
from the local chil- 
dren playing 
hockey. We can 
take pride in all 
sports. 


On the pathways, 
people are strolling 
in their — short- 
sleeved tops and 
shorts. Nice but it 
will change soon. 
Soon the sleeves 
will be long and 
then coats will re- 
place them. 

Sunglasses pro- 
tecting our eyes 
from the sun will 
soon have the job 
of protecting from 
the wind. The tears 
will flow from the 
wind. Our pockets 
will be full of 
Kleenex to care for 
our runny noses. 

Dogs are on 
leashes and there 
are so many differ- 
ent varieties from 
small to large and 
from white’ to 
brown or black. 
Flocks of birds will 
become familiar as 


they go south. 

Our famous 
Canadian geese, 
ducks and all sorts 
of other types will 
paint our skies with 
their bodies and 
call out with their 
different sounds. 

Summer is wan- 
ing but we know. 
We, like the ani- 
mals, are prepar- 
ing. Our coats are 
close and ready to 
be used. 

Our boots, 
whether cowboy or 
regular, are just in- 
side the closet — 
never far away. 

Gloves or red mit- 
tens with our flag 
on it are ready for 
use. Our toques 
are probably at the 
bottom of the pile. 
Who doesn’t have a 
toque?? 

It’s Canada! It is 


just a snowfall 
away. The six- 
pointed wonders 
quietly fall and 
cover the land- 
scapes and tops of 
our mountains. 

We are caught up 
in their beauty and 
will have the pleas- 
ure of riding down 
the slopes on our 
boards or skis. It is 
all here. Enjoy. 


Stopping by 
Woods ona 
Snowy Evening 


By Robert Frost 


The woods are 
lovely, dark and 
deep, 

But I have 
promises to keep, 
And miles to go 
before I sleep, 
And miles to go 
before I sleep. 


Pixabay 


“Vax Van” for mobile vaccinations 


hesitant or have 
barriers to gettin 
vaccinated,” sai 
the region’s med- 
ical officer of 
health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh. 
“We're _ transi- 
tioning into the 
next phase of our 
response 
and continue t 
o focus our ef- 
forts on commu- 
nity-based and 


mobile 
clinics. Our col- 
lective commit- 


ment is needed to 


reduce _ barriers, 
reach the most vul- 
nerable and ensure 
le can get 
their ques- 
ane answered, 
and in turn, their 
vaccine.” 

In addition to the 
Vax Van, numer- 
ous neighborhood 
clinics will run in 
September, Octo- 
ber and beyond in 
post-secondary 
schools, shopping 
malls, places of 
worship, fairs, 
parks and more. 


—o- 


Vaccination hubs 
will be open at 
over 15 schools in 
Peel. 

The clinics will be 
supported by 
strong — partner- 
ships with commu- 
nity organizations 
who have close ties 
to neighbourhoods 
and communities 
to build trust and 
remove barriers to 
vaccination. 

The region also 
said in a statement 
that it has part- 
nered with the 


province of On- 
tario to bring their 
GO-VAXX bus to 
various locations 
in Peel, further in- 
creasing access 
and convenience. 

The Vax Van will 
be at Westwood 
Square Mall Sep. 
16 from 2 p.m. - 6 
p.m. and Friday, 
Sep. 17 from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. 

The Vax Van will 
continue to move 
throughout _ the 
community in the 
coming months. 
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Behind the Scenes... Local Artist Convenes International 


Exhibit! 


by E.C. Munson 


She found her 
passion with 
Scratchboard Art 
and never looked 
back. 

With her love of 
the outdoors and 
her idol being 
Robert Bateman, is 
it any surprise that 
Margaret Pardy of 
Brampton contin- 
ues to focus on 
wildlife art? 

All this follows 
from the progres- 
sion of her arts 
practice in the Art 
Fundamentals 
class at Sheridan 
College, to land- 


scapes done in 
acrylics, to her 
photography, and 
the self-described 
dabbling she did as 
a youngster. 

What is unusual 
is her discovery of 
the medium, 
Scratchboard, and 
the truly fascinat- 
ing works of art 
produced through 
its various tech- 
niques. 

After attending 
the 2018 Interna- 
tional Society of 
Scratchboard 
Artists’ convention 
and exhibit in 


Ohio, Pardy spear- 
headed the group’s 
interest in holding 
their next show in 
Canada. 

Steve Wilson’s 
Studio Gallery in 
Niagara Falls was 
chosen to hang the 
exhibit with works 
submitted from 
artists in Australia, 
China, Germany, 
the United States, 
and Canada. 

The opening re- 
ception was held 
Sep. 10 at Steve 
Wilson’s Studio 
Gallery in Niagara 
Falls, with the ex- 


_ Photos by Steve Wilson 


hibit hanging 
through Oct. 30, 
2021. 

Both Wilson and 
Pardy have collabo- 
rated in the past 
and belong to the 
Southern Ontario 
Visual Artists 
group (SOVA). 

Pardy’s studio is 
in the Alton Mill 
Arts Centre along 
with other area 
artists who belong 
to SOVA, such as 
Sherry Park of 


Brampton and 
Robert Chisholm of 
Orangeville. 


The scratchboard 


technique grew out 
of 19th century 
printing techniques 
in Britain and 
France. 

Up through the 
1950’s it was a pre- 
ferred method for 
detailed product, 
medical and scien- 
tific illustrations as 
such precise detail 
could be registered. 

Further details on 
its use and how it 


evolved can be 
found on 
Wikipedia. 


Wilson, a former 
resident of Ingle- 
and past 


wood 


president of Beaux 
Arts Brampton for 
a number of years, 
comments on the 
stature and impor- 
tance of this exhibi- 
tion. 

“A truly unique 
show of a medium 
that is seldom seen 
as a group exhibi- 
tion. Come explore 
the work of some of 
the world’s best 
scratchboard 
artist’s and take a 
piece home with 
you.” 


BHive welcomes new uni move to 


Brampton incu- 
bator BHive said 
last week that it 
was pleased to 
see more educa- 
tional opportuni- 
ties coming to 
the city, with the 
potential move of 
the University of 
Guelph-Humber 
to downtown 
Brampton. 

“Education and 
innovation go 
hand in hand,” 
says Vikram 
Kharuna, CEO of 
BHive. 

“We're excited 
to see an estab- 


lished and re- 
spected institu- 
tion like the 
University of 
Guelph-Humber 
investigating the 


opportunity to 
relocate to 
Brampton. We 


look forward to 
the many poten- 
tial opportunities 
for collaboration 
as we strive to 
meet growing de- 
mand for educa- 
tion, skills and 
business _ train- 
ing.” 

The University 
of Guelph-Hum- 


ber said it would 
be working with 
the City of 
Brampton to in- 
vestigate the op- 
portunity to 
relocate its exist- 
ing North 
Toronto campus, 
which would see 
more than 5,000 


students in 
downtown 
Brampton by 
2025. 


“Brampton is in 
the midst of a 
major transfor- 
mation that is 
prioritizing inno- 
vation and entre- 


preneurship to 
foster jobs and 
technological 
breakthroughs. A 
diverse and well 
educated work- 
force is critical as 
we continue to 
position Bramp- 
ton as a leader 


for attracting, 
developing and 
retaining new 
start-ups and tal- 
ent,” says 
Kharuna . “The 
University of 


Guelph Humber 
would make an 
excellent partner 
in the developing 


—o- 


Innovation Dis- 
trict and overall 
Brampton 
ecosystem.” 

The BHive is a 
collaboration be- 
tween the City of 
Brampton and 
the Toronto 
Business Devel- 
opment Centre. 
The program of- 
fers incoming 
foreign startups 
all the tools and 
guidance they re- 
quire to establish 
and scale their 


business in 
Canada. 
The incubator 


Brampton 


presents an inte- 
grated approach 
involves 
thoughtfully de- 
signed programs, 
one-to-one men- 
torships, and ac- 
cess to an entire 
portfolio of sup- 
port services. It 
also provides co- 
working space, 
mentorship and 
access to fund- 
ing. 

Interested par- 
ticipants can 
learn more by 
visiting the 
BHive website at 
thebhive.ca. 
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Rock doc on legendary group a “Triumph” at TIFF 


by Lachman Balani 


Canadian power 
trio Triumph, the 
biggest rock band 
to come out of Peel 
Region in the “70s, 
was honoured over 
this past weekend 
for their storied 
career during the 
release of a new 
documentary at 
the _ prestigious 
Toronto Interna- 
tional Film Festi- 
val (TIFF) and at 
The Metal Hall of 
Fame! 

On Sep. 10, at the 
Budweiser Stage, 
Lakehouse Terrace 
and Lounge in 
downtown 
Toronto and at 
The RBC Lakeside 
Drive-In at On- 
tario place, fans 
and industry rep- 
resentative gath- 
ered to watch the 
world premiere of 


of the classic 
group’s long- 
awaited rocku- 


mentary, 
“Triumph: Rock 


and Roll Ma- 
chine.” 
Directed by 


Banger Films’ Sam 
Dunn and Marc 
Ricciardelli in as- 
sociation with Re- 
volver Films, the 
docufilm chroni- 
cles the career of 
the multi-gold and 
platinum-selling 
fiery rock band, 
consisting of 
members i 
Moore (drum- 
mer/singer), Rik 
Emmett (gui- 
tarist/singer) and 
the biblical-look- 


ing Mike 
Levine(bassist/key 
boardist). 


The biographical 
movie stands out 
amongst others in 
its genre because 
of its inherent con- 
temporary style. It 
has snippets of 
conversations and 
humourous anec- 
dotes interspersed 
with animated and 
live footage of Tri- 
umph’s pyrotech- 


nical concerts to 
advance the narra- 
tive. 

Their story of 
great success is 
documented, not 
just by the three 
band mates them- 
selves, but also 
through their fans’ 
unscripted inter- 
views. 

These give us a 
deep insight into 
the very fabric and 
character that the 
group is made of 
as these devoted 
fans of decades 
open up _ their 
hearts, minds and 
souls, relating how 
their songs helped 
them through 
tough times and 
how certain lyrics 
like, “fight the 
good fight every 
moment” made 
them relentlessly 
keep on striding 
forward! 

Right from the 
days of playing 
bars and schools, 
ending each con- 


cert with their 
shattering cover of 
Joe Walsh’s 


“Rocky Mountain 
Way,” to the turn- 
ing point in their 
lives of playing big 
arenas and hitting 
the big time, going 
from triumph to 
triumph with their 
own compositions 
like “Lay it on the 
Line”, “Ordinary 
Man”, “Fight the 
Good Fight” and 
their super global 
hit “Magic Power”, 
this documentary 
relates it all. 

There is a lot of 
information in the 
movie that is not 
available any- 
where else. 

It is not stiff and 
stodgy, nor is it 
super wild. In- 
stead, it is very 
lively and high- 
spirited inter- 
spersed with lots 
of hilarious mo- 
ments that had the 
three lads in splits 


again as they guf- 
fawed loudly re- 
membering those 
comical times! 

There were of 
course lots of regu- 
lar happy mo- 
ments and 
not-so-happy 
musings as well. 

All in all, it was 
very wholesome 
with the protago- 
nists sometimes 
dropping the f- 
bomb in regular 
speech like every- 
day folk. 

Throughout the 
rock film, there is 
a countdown to 
the Superfan event 
held in 2019 where 
the three band 
mates got together 
in Mississauga to 
play for their fans, 
who came in from 
all over the world, 
including Brazil. 
This gave a feeling 
that the documen- 
tary was dedicated 
as a major “thank 
you” to all the 
fans, and_ the 
grand super- 
charged finale 
manifests that in 
all its glory! 

As every. Tri- 
umph head knows, 
their concerts 
were always a py- 
rotechnical feast! 

Every show was 
not only a mes- 
merizing display of 
spandex, ‘80s 
hairdos and rock 
and roll, but also 
of explosive high 
reaching com- 
bustible devices! 

So it was only fit- 
ting that on Sep. 
12, the tres amigos 
were inducted into 
The Metal Hall of 
Fame along with 
legacy members of 
Iron Maiden, Kiss 
and others! 

It certainly was a 
well deserved, ac- 
tion packed, wild 
weekend for these 
three close friends 
simply known as 
Triumph! 


\_2 


REVOLVER 


Baer 


Fr 1LMS..-1983_ 


Photos by Lachman 
Balani 


OOBCTIONS 


“ * . 
PP 
| 
Ar THY 
= I a a wy 
] = => ony, p=Ee 
im == RO 
=A) 
| REVOLVER 
FILMS... 1982 | 
1 o) D y X 
‘~ . , 


PDN September 16, 2021_Layout 1 9/16/2021 12:13 AM Page 28 C3 


tm MUSIC 


WALK OF FAME 
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2021 Inductees 


Mayor Crombie Gil Moore & George 
Introduction Noel Cadastre Stroumboulopoulos 
Audio Introduction intro & speech 
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by E.C. Munson 


Excitement is building for several local 
artists who are participating in the Arts 
On The Credit’s second annual ARTS 
DRIVE, being held on Saturday, Sep. 25 
at several locations south of the QEW in 
the Port Credit and Clarkson villages. 

Here are cameos of some of these artists, 
which are sure to pique your interest. 

You might wonder if you have landed in 
Kansas when viewing some of these artis- 
tic creations by Vanaja Cotroneo. 

Her love of the exotic is evident in her 
arts practice and shows those early influ- 
ences of her home country, India. 

Now a resident of Mississauga, she re- 
members visiting an orchid sanctuary in 
Gangtok, Sikkim, in the north east region 
of India, renowned for its rare and exten- 
sive collection. 


The piece below is titled “White Cattleya 


Orchid”, 12x12 inches, done in oils. She 
comments, “... while I don’t have much of 
a green thumb, I can capture their beauty 
on canvas... 


Vanaja will be located at 24 Cayuga Ave, 
Port Credit with Karen Hurley. Visit her 
at Vanaja-fineart.com and follow her on 
IG @vanajaart. 

Local artist Laura Beaton, a member of 
different area arts organizations, includ- 
ing sitting on the Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga’s board, is back for her second 
ARTS DRIVE at Location #2 outside Re- 
vive Pilates, (3 Brant Ave., in Port Credit). 

An established visual fine artist, her art 
pieces are two-dimensional works that are 
a fusion of ancient Asian painting tech- 
niques and western styles. She will also 
have a selection of her Chinese Brush 
Paintings as acrylic prints. 

See her work at LauraBeaton.com. 

Into the Light, by Beato, is a Mixed 
Media piece, measuring 16x20 inches. 
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Celebrate Fall With an ARTS Drive in Mississauga 


Internationally acclaimed artist, 
Amanda Shotton, creates acrylic land- 
scapes to capture a beautiful moment out- 
side or to tell a story. 

Many of her pieces are inspired b 
places she has visited in Ontario. Chec 
out her location at 927 Southdown Road, 
Clarkson (Mississauga), where she will 
have cards, prints and original pieces. 
Amanda is also available for commis- 
sions! Email her at 
ashotton1i3@gmail.com to learn more! 
Below, Orr Road, by A. Shotton 


Marianne Morris paints abstract and ab- 
stract landscape pieces in acrylic and 
mixed media. 

She’s been a regular part of the Missis- 
sauga art scene for the last decade. Her 
display will be set up at Location #1 of the 
ARTS DRIVE, at 516 Boismere Court, in 
Mississauga. For more information, email 
mariannemorrisart@gmail.com. 

Khaula Mazhar, well-known Missis- 
sauga artist for her public arts and com- 
munity arts projects, will be set up with 
Val Barton at 39 Hiawatha Pkwy, Port 


_ ae 
Credit, stop #5 on the ARTS DRIVE. 

One of her recent watercolor pieces from 
her new style, which is”... transparent, 
and somewhere between real and whim- 
sical”. 

Brampton, photographer, soft pastel 


artist, and writer, E. Connie Munson will 
be set up at Location #10 on 1880 
Lakeshore Rd. W., in Clarkson, at the 
Clarkson Community Church along with 
Thaniath Siddiqui, Mississauga artist, and 
Charles 
Wakefield. 
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bags 
framed and 
unframed 
pieces plus 
two sets of 
Ltd. Ed. Gi- 
clee prints 
from her 
Archival 
Collection. 


ASK A POOL EXPER Toon 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 


www.asKab 


oolex 


oert.com 
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Mississauga rockers roll out new clip 
in support of Suicide Prevention Day 


Earlier this 
week, Mississauga 
rock-trio MAYBE 
MAY premiere 
their new music 
video for "Better" 
via Spill Magazine 
in support of Sui- 
cide Prevention 
Day. 

The song was in- 
spired by the 
tragic event of los- 
ing a friend to sui- 
cide. Watch it: 

“Every day we 
are effecting lives 
through the words 
we speak & the ac- 
tions we choose. 
You never know 
how you're truly 
impacting some- 
one, whether it be 
positively or nega- 
tively. This is why 
it’s important that 
we always strive 
to be better ver- 
sions of ourselves 
with each passing 
day,” said vocalist 
and guitarist 
Demetrius Nath. 

Supported by a 


Mississauga Arts 
Council grant, the 
video was brought 
to life by The Cut 
Cartel (Finger 11, 
Our Lady Peace, 
USS) amidst pan- 
demic restrictions 
while the band 
worked with mas- 
tering extraordi- 
naire Noah Mintz 
(Billy Talent, 
DFA1979) for the 
first time. 

The song itself 
was produced and 
engineered by 
Juno Award-win- 
ning Kevin Dietz 
(The Glorious 
Sons, Alexison- 
fire) and was 
recorded at 
Toronto's famed 
Union Sound 
Company and 
Missisauga's in- 
ternationally 
renowned Metal- 
works Studios. 

Earlier this year, 
the band won “Es- 
tablished Music 
Group” at the 


Mississauga Arts 
Awards and re- 
leased the pop- 
rock track 
"Survive _ Satel- 
lite". 

Previously, Spill 
Magazine had this 
to say about "Sur- 


vive __ Satellite": 
"The message is 
pretty simple, life 
punches us all in 
the face some- 
times but you 
have to get up, 
brush it off, ride 
out the storm and 


realize that you're 
better than just 
letting it get the 
best of you. The 
fun use of the 
puppets and the 
positive clips in 
the video help 
lighten the whole 


mood of the song 
even more. You 
can't help but sing 
along as if send- 
ing the message to 
yourself, and self- 


encouragement 
can be such a 
powerful thing.” 
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Arts on the Credit 
Fine Art Show 
November 6 & 7, 2021 
“ArtWorks" 


artsonthecredit.ca/art-works 
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application on website 


NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


SMOOTH 


Music f rom your years 
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Brampton rapper launches “Tesla” off new mixtape 


Polaris Prize- 
winning rapper 
Haviah Mighty 
is making waves 
with her new 
single, “Tesla,” 
the latest track 
pulled from her 
forthcoming 
mixtape, Stock 
Exchange, due 
out Nov. 12. 

Mighty looks to 
travel on "Tesla" 
not just as a 
means of taking 
her where she 
wants to go, but 
as a marker of 
how far she’s al- 
ready come - a 
moment of re- 
flection caught 
amidst her 
ceaseless recent 
momentum. 

Co-produced 
with Young 
Dreadz, whom 
she linked up 
with again fol- 
lowing her vis- 


hard-won ac- 
complishment, 
laying an omi- 
nous beat be- 
neath creative 
samples and 
hard-nosed 
verses. 

“(My recent 
performances) 
solidified some- 
thing in my 
mind - the idea 
that I could re- 
ally achieve this. 
The only thing I 
have to do is 
continue to work 
hard. One thing 
I've always wor- 
ried about is 
being stagnant 
and only being 
recognized for 
the last thing 
that I've done, 
so maintaining 
this work ethic 
has to be a focal 
point for me,” 
said Mighty this 
week. 


of which being 
those _nice-to- 
have material 
things - for me, 
these things are 


symbolic of 
something more 
abstract - a 


lifestyle that I 
couldn't fathom 
prior.” 

Mighty became 
the first hip hop 
artist, as well as 
the first Black 
woman, to win 


the Polaris 
Music Prize for 
her break- 
through 2019 
album, 13th 
Floor. 

The project and 


the hard-hitting 
singles that have 
followed high- 
light her vast 
sonic influences 
ranging from 
classic rap/hip 
hop elements to 
Caribbean 


tape, Haviah tures from Mala Rolling Stone, 
tackles margin- Rodriguez, Pitchfork, Fader, 
alization, TOBi, Yizzy, The Source, 
racism, the At- Grandtheft, and Complex, Re- 
lantic slave more. mezcla, triple j, 
trade, loneli- Her singles Consequence 
ness, self-worth, have already and more. 
among other garnered praise 


topics with fea- 


from the likes of 


ceral previous “Whilemuchof rhythms, fre- 
single “Protest this song talks netic electro and 
Ft; Yizzy,” about the things diverse instru- 
“Tesla” shares thatI feell’mon mentation. 

that contempla- my way to On the Stock 
tive sense of achieving, some Exchange mix- 


Dance with abandon 
Let the salty scented sea breeze 
Swallow your thirst 


©2021 Susan Ksiezopolski 
Photo Credit: Rashmi Sahni 
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Poetry Corner 


Let’s Save Our 
Canada 
by Surjit Singh 
Flora 


What does it mean 
for foreigners to 
invest- 


For Canadians to 
pay taxes, 


For refugees to sit 
and eat? 


When I think about 
Justin Trudeau, 


I remember what 
happened to David 
Petersen, 


When I think about 
Canadian housing 
prices, 


I see foreign 
investors, 


When I think about 
the government 
paycheques, 


I see Canadians’ 
pockets emptying, 


When I think about 
the burden on 


Canadians, 


Isee refugees from 
all over the world, 


Those that sit in 
hotels and motels, 


Even those who are 
involved in 
terrorism, 


Granted ten million 
Canadians’ hard- 
earned tax dollars, 


When I think about 
our streets, 


The shootings, 
stabbings, and 
dangerous driving 


When I think about 
the beautiful 
mountains, parks, 


Now I see them full 
of drugs 


We are not safe in 
our own country. 


We need change, 
and it's the right time, 


Act now, and vote, 


Vote for our future. 
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Raftaar Brings Surprise Guests 
to South Asian Festival 


Highly-anticipated 
fan-favourite Raftaar 
hit the stage full 
force with “Swag 
Mera Desi”, as part 
of the last day of pro- 
gramming for the 
BollywoodMonster 
Mashup, held virtu- 
ally. 

The annual South 
Asian festival, which 
pivoted to online fes- 
tivities last year, in- 


cluded several 
surprise perform- 
ances, including 


Deep Kalsi & Yunan, 
who collaborated on 
recently-released hit 
“ a ” 


The final surprise 
was Rashmeet Kaur, 
known for her viral 
performance of 
“Jugni Ji” on Asia’s 
Singing Superstar, 
who joined the entire 
crew for “Bajre Da 
Sitta” and 
“Dhaakad”. 

Legendary _ play- 
back singer Javed Ali 
also delivered a soul- 
ful rendition of “Kun 
Faya Kun”, which 


won a Mirchi Music 
Award, and _ then 
showcased his vocal 
prowess on a medley 
of “Badan Pe Sitare”, 
“Nagada Nagada” 
and “Tum Tak”. 

Akash Vukoti, child 
prodigy from the 
Netflix Documentary 
“Spelling the 
Dream”, endeared 
fans when the 12- 
year old revealed a 
side-project where 
he’s creating his own 
language. 

“T named it Tivin- 
stanian. I know it 
sounds a little alien- 
like, but I am just 
trying to see what I 
can do. It’s like a lit- 
tle testing idea that I 
have for some sort of 
future...world — lan- 
guage. So everyone 
can speak together, ” 
Akash explained dur- 
ing a live Q&A with 
the audience. 

The #Bollywood- 
Monster  Kidzone 
featured high-energy 
Soca dance lessons, 
potato-printmaking 


and musical games. 
There was lots of 
fun for the oldest 
members of the fam- 
ily as seniors shared 
their hidden artistic 
talents such as 
singing, playing gui- 
tar and ee 
Vernal Savage (vol- 
unteer, Ontario Tril- 
lium Foundation) 
and Rudy Cuzzetto 
(MPP, Mississauga - 
Lakeshore) spoke 


about support that 
monstrARTity - the 
non-profit producer 
of the festival - re- 


cently received from 
the OTF Resilient 
Communities Fund. 

“Through the On- 
tario Trillium Foun- 
dation, 
monstrARTity — will 
now be able to re- 
build and recover 
from the impacts of 
COVID-19,” Cuzzetto 
said. “The Ontario 
Trillium Foundation 
funding will help vi- 
brant communities 
invest in community- 
based initiatives in 
the non-profit sec- 
tor.” 


Mississauga Writers Group 
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BRAMPTON 


ion COKE CANADA’S FOOD DRIVE 
FOR KNIGHTS TABLE CY 


Help Coke Canada Bottling celebrate our 20th anniversary as part 
of the Brampton community by contributing to our food drive! 


We hope to collect 20,000 Ibs of food for Knights Table. 
Your donation can make an impact! 


Knight’s Table has 38% of all meals 
seen an increase served at Knight’s 


of 126% in meals 
served since the 
beginning of 


Table are for 
children ages 11 
and under 


2020 


Knights 


shies 


Helping To Alleviate Hunger In Peel Region 


